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EVERAL of the public prints having 
lately inſerted falſe and inflammatory ac- 
counts reſpecting the Cauſe between THE 
PHOENIX ASSURANCE COM- 
PANY and MR. FAMES BROWN, 
late of St. Paul's Church Yard, tending to 
caſt reflections on the Office, who added under 
the advice of eminent Counſel, and who had 
nothing in view by reſting Mr. Brown's 
claim but a defire of diſcharging their duty 
to the public---The following is a correct 
account of THE EVIDENCE GIVEN 
AT THE TRIAL AND TAKEN 
BY MR. GURNEY. 
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COPY, from Mr. Gunney's 
Notes, of the EVIDENCE 
on the Trial of this Cauſe in 
the Court of Common Pleas; 
_ Guildhall, by a Special Jury, 
before the Right Honour- 
able Lord Loughborough, 
December 1 5th, 1789. 
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Evidence for the Defendant, 


JANE STEvens (Sworn.) 


Examined by Mr. Serjeant Cochle. 


Q. WERE you a ſervant of Mr. Brown's? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What time did you quit his ſervice? 
A. On the Saturday, 

Q. That was in July? 
. 

Q. You ſlept in the houſe on the Friday 
night! ? 

A. Fes. | 

Q. In what part of the houſe was you--= 
pretty late in the evening? 

A. In the dining-room up ſtairs. 

Q. In the private houle ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What time did your maſter leave the 
* 


A. About half paſt eight, or near upon 
nine. 


Q. Who wv was in the houſe then? 
B A. Me- 


( 2 ) 

A. Me---and Mr. and Mrs. Birkmire--« 
they were in the other part of the houſe. 

Q. You were the _ people in the 


houſe ? 


A. Yes, when the others were gone. 


Q. Did any thing remarkable happen 
that night ? 


A. Not till my maſter went out of the 
houſe into the country. 

Q. What time did he go out? 

A. About nine o'clock. 

Q. Was that late, or early, for hun to go 


out of town ? 

A. Later than uſual. 

Q. How do you know that your maſter 
was ſo late as nine o'clock ? 

A. Becauſe I ſaw him---he came down 


the chamber ſtairs---I was fitting working 


---he very much frightened me---I thought 
he was gone into the country---I thought 
he was left the town houſe---I was fitting 
in the dining-room at work, I heard ſome- 


body come down ſtairs. 


Q. Was it a foot treading, as people go 


down ſtairs in ordinary, or ſlow and ſoft ? 


A. Slow -I could juſt hear his ſtep- 
I jumped up, and was juſt going to ſcream 
; | out 
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(3) 
out (for I was very much frightened) and 
I ſaw my maſter's back; my maſter aſked 
me for a ſtick. 
Q. What part of the ſtairs was it? 
A. Between the dining-room and the 
kitchen---on the i=; . | 
Q. He went out? 
A. Yes, he did, and I did not ſee him al- 
terwards. 
Q. What ſtairs was he coming down? 
A. The chamber ſtairs. 
Q. Where do thoſe ſtairs lead to? 
A. Up to the top of the houſe. 
Q. How near to the nurſery ? 
A. One pair of ſtairs. | 
Q. He was coming down thoſe ſtairs 
leading from the nurſery ? 
Tes. 
Q. What time did you go to bed 
A. About half paſt ten, I believe, when 
I went up ſtairs. 
Q. What time did Mr. and Mrs. Birk- 
mire go to bed ? 
A. I don't know. 
Q. Where did you ſleep? 
A. In the nurſery. 
Q. How came you to ſleep there? 
B 2 A. I was - 


4. 

A. I was going away on the Saturday- 
the wet-nurſe had tumbled the bed, ſhe 
had laid down with the child; I thought, 
as I was going away on the Satarday, I 
would fleep in the nurſery bed, then I 
ſhould have, but one bed to make---and 
I did not fleep in my own. 

Q. What did you do when you got into 
the nurſery room ? 

A. I looked in all the places, as I always 
uſed to do---I thought I faw a light in the 
nurſery cloſet. 

Q. Is there a cupboard in that cloſet ? 

A. No; there is no cupbaard, but there 
is a place underneath. - 

Q. What did you ſee ? 

A. A candle, wood, and ſhavings placed 
together. 

Q. How were they placed together ? 

A. The candle was put in a ſmall piece 
of mahogany---Mr. Birkmire has it in his 
pocket now. 

Q: Was the candle burnt pretty near to 
the wood ? 2 5 

A. Yes, about thus much (deſcribing it 
to be about an inch and a quarter.) 

Q. That was not the uſual place in 

which 


(5 N 
which you ſlept ; and you flept in it for the 
reaſon you have given? 

A. Yes, that was the reaſon. 

Q. Upon what was this wooden calls 
Rick placed ? 

A. Upon a ſmall hat-box or bonnet-box; 
it was a paper-box turned bottom upwards. 

Q. Were there any chips there ? 

A. There was wood laid in this manner 
(deſcribing it to be piled round the candle) 
and this piece of mahogany placed up in the 
middle, and the ſhavings placed all round. 

Q. Did you obſerve any paper? 

A. There were bits of paper, and a bun- 
dle of newſpapers tied up with a bit of white 
ribband. 

Q. Were they put near the candle ? 

A. Not ſo near as the other. 

Q. Were they put near the wood and 
the chips? 

A. They were at the top of the cloſet. 
Q. Did you obſerve any match ? 

A. Yes; there were two brimſtone 
matches, which had been lit at one end. 

Q. When you went up ſtairs did you ob- 
ſerve any thing of the window-ſhutters ? 

A. Yes; they were all ſhut. 

8 Q. Did 


0 6˙ U. 
Q. Did you ſhut. them? 

A. No---I went up ſtairs to ſhut them 
---they were all ſhut. 

Q. Were your maſter's window-ſhutters 
fbut ? 

A. Yes, and the curtains drawn round 
the bed. 

Q. Had you done that? 

A. I had not. 

Q. Were the nurſery windows ſhut ? 

A. Yes, the ſhutters of the nurſery were 
ſhut. | 

Q. You had not ſhut any of them ? 


A. No---WhenT diſcovered the candle I 


directly opened the door and ran up ſtairs to 

Mr. and Mrs. Birkmire, very much fright- 

ened ] ſcreamed out, and ſaid, For 

«© God's ſake, Mr. and Mrs. Birkmire, come 

* down, or I ſhall be burnt alive in my bed 

« this night.” | 
Q. Was Mr. Birkmire in bed? 


A. Yes, and faſt aſleep when I ran up 


ſtairs. 

Q. They were alarmed, of courſe? 
A. They were very much alarmed. 
Q. Did they come down ? 

A. They did. 


One 


; 
* 
4 
3 
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(9 3 
One of the Fury.---How long had you 
lived with Mr. Brown ? 

A. Notquite five weeks---it would have 
been five weeks on the Monday -I went 
away on the Saturday. 


Mr. Serjeant Cockle.---Of courſe they 
came down ? 


A. Yes. 
Q. Did they ſee it? 
A. Yes, and they put out the candle. 
Q. Were all the things - the chips, 
matches, paper, and candle, and every thing 
that was in this cloſet, in the ſame ſtate when 
Birkmire ſaw them, as when you firſt ſaw 
them ? 
A. Yes---for I never touched them---I 
opened the door and ſaw them. 
Q. That night, I believe, you ſpent in 
looking about the ne and taking care? 
A. Ves. 
Q. Do you remember when your maſter 
came home in the morning ? 
A. Yes. 
Q. What time was it that you ſaw him? 
A. Nearer twelve than it was eleven, I 
believe, in the morning. 
Q. Did he fay any thing to you ? 
7 | A. No. 


{( 8 ? | 

A. No. by * 0 

Q. He ſaid nothing at all to you ? 

A. No. 

Q. What time did you leave the hands? 

A. I left the houſe on Saturday, when 
my miſtreſs and maſter went into the 
country. 


JANE STEVENS, 


| Croſs-examined by Mr. Serjeant Adair. 


Q. When you heard a foot coming down 
ſtairs, had you ſeen your maſter that evening 
before ? 

A. Yes, ſeveral times, come up and down 
ſtairs. | 

Q. Then you knew he had been in the 
houſe before, though you did not know whe- 
ther he was gone out or not ? 

A. I thought he had been gone out. 

Q. How were you employed at that time 
when you heard the foot coming down 
ſtairs ? " 

A. Sitting in the dining-room mending 
my coloured apron. 

Q. In what part of the room? 

A. Sitting at the middle window. 


Q. Had 


1 

Q. Had you any lighted candle * 

A. No, I had no candle: ; 

Q. Was the door of the room ſhit, or 
open ? | 

A. Open: 

Q. You heard a foot coming down ſtairs, 
which alarmed you, thinking your maſter 
had been gone out---and you went to ſee 
who it was ? 

A. Yes---I got up and was going to 
ſcream out, and I ſaw my maſter's back. 

Q. Your maſter then inquired about a 
ſtick ? 

A. He aſked me for a ek 1 gave him 
a ſtick, 9755 | 

Q. And he went out ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did your mühe ſeem very much 
alarmed and frightened when he faw you, 
and you ſpoke to him ? 

A. I don't know, I did not take notice 
how he ſeemed. 


Q. In what manner was he coming down 
ſtairs ? 


A. Not very hard. 
Q. He is not a noiſy boiſterous man in 
the family, but a quiet ſedate man? ; 
C 


A. Yes. 

Q. Was he coming down in any other 
way than in the quiet ſedate way that he 
uſually does ? 

A. No. 

Q. Was he coming down like a thief ? 

A. No, I don't believe he was. 

Q. He came down ſtairs in the manner he 
uſually does, he aſked you for a ſtick, and 
went away ? 

A. Ves. 

Q. You were mending a coloured apron? 


A. I was darning my coloured apron at 


the dining-room window. 
Q. Do you recollect nearly what time 
it was that you went up to bed ? 
A. About half paſt ten. 
Q. You found the ſhutters of the rooms 
were ſhut ? 
A. Tes. 
Q. And the curtains were drawn round 
the bed ? 
A. Nes. 
Qi. Your maſter's bed ? 
A. Yes, where my maſter ſlept. 
Q. Was the bed made, or unmade ? 
A. Made---I made it in the morning. 


Q. As 
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houſe ? 


„ 
Q. As you obſerved the curtains were 


drawn, you can tell me whether it was in 
the ſame ſituation ſtill? 


A. Yes, I believe it was. 

Q. Do you recollec ? 

A. I believe it was, but I did not take 
notice whether it was rumpled or no. 

Q. How came you to recolle& that the 
curtains were drawn round the bed ? 

A. Becauſe I ſaw the curtains were 
drawn round the bed as I went into the 
room. 

Q. Did you undraw the curtains ? 


A. I pulled them juſt aſide to ſee if there 
was any body in bed. 


Q. And the bed was in its uſual ſtate ? 
A. Yes. | 
Q. You do not, of your own knowledge, 


know at what time Birkmire and his wife 
went to bed ? 


A. No. 
Q. They were in the other part of the 


A. Yes. p 
Q. Had you ſeen Mrs. Birkmire much 


that evening ? 


C2 A. I faw 


( 12 ) 

A, I faw her once. 

Q. At what time ? 

A. I cannot recollect. 

Q. As near as you can recollect ? 

A. It was after nine I ſaw her. 

Q. You ſaw her once after your maſter 
went out ? 

A. Yes, 

Q. Where did you ſee her ? 

A. I believe ſhe came up to my kitchen 
fire to light her candle, but I cannot be 
ſure whether ſhe did or no. 

Q. Can you recolle& certainly whether 
that was ſo or not? | 

A. I cannot. 

Q. What fire had ſhe in He houſe to 

light her candle, if the did not come. to 
your fire? 
A. None at all, I believe---I don't know 
what ſhe had up in her apartments, but ſhe 
uſually came to light her candle at my 
kitchen fire. 

Q. But you have not a poſitive 1 
tion whether ſhe did ſo that evening or 
not? 

A. I am not poſitive. 


1 Q. Did 


( 43 } 

Q. Did you ſee her at any time that 
evening before your maſter went out ? 

A, I don't believe I did. 

Q. Do you recolle& ſeeing her at all 
while your maſter was at home ? 

A. I did not ſee her then. | 

Q. Do you know where ſhe was then ? 

A. I do not. 

Q. Do you know where Birkmire him- 
ſelf was ? 

A. I do not know, without they were g 
down in the ſhop. 

Q. But you don't know ? 

A. I don't. 

Q. Do you know whether Birkmire was 
within all that evening? 

A. I believe he was. 

Q. As far as you know he was ? 


N 5 A. He was as far as I know. 

e | Q. There was nobody in the houſe, that 

y you know of, but the two Birkmires, your- 
ſelf, and your maſter, during all the time 

c- that he was at home ? 


A. Not that I know of. 
Q. Be fo good as to deſcribe a little r more 
particularly (if your fright gave you leave 


to- --. 


( 14 ) 


to obſerve particularly) the fituation the 
candle was in—it was in a piece of wood 
by way of candleſtick ? 

A. It was. 

Q. About On length was the piece of 
candle ? 

A. 1 believe it was half a candle, as near 
as I can gueſs; it might be more, or might 
be leſs, | 

Q. Were the ſticks or ſhavings, or any 
thing piled up againſt the candle ? 


A. Piled up on each fide of it, touching 


the wood round the candle, and the candle 
was about thus much from catching it 
(deſcribing it about an inch and a half). 

Q. Then the candle muſt have burnt 
down an inch or two more before it had 
catched ? ; 

A. T6. 

Q. What was above the candle ? 

A. Child's pincloths hung over the little 
door. 

Q. That was not at the candle ? 

A. No. | 

Q. The candle was at the farther fide of 
the cupboard ? 
| A. Yes, 
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A. Ves. 


Q. Was there any thing above the can- 
dle? 

A. Yes, two chip hats, which were put 
over the candle in this manner (deſcribing 
it.) | 

Q To meet? 

A. No, not quite to meet over the 
candle. 


Q. What was directly over the nd ? 
A. A ſhell. 


Q. Had you time to obſerve, or did you 
in fact obſerve, how far the candle was 
from the ſhelf when you faw it? 

A. The ſhelf was very warm; we could 
not bear a hand againſt it. 


Q. Did you obſerve at all how far the 


candle, when you faw it, was from the 
ſhelf ? 


A. 1 did not. 


b Q. You could form no judgment of that 

at all? 

| A. No: the ſhelf was very hot; we 

could neither of us bear our hands againſt 
it: Mr. Birkmire took a handkerchief. out 
of his pocket and wiped the black off. 


Q. Was 


(40-3 

Q. Was the ſhelf on fire? 

A. No. 

Q. But it was black with the ſmoke of 
the candle, and hot? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Then it was not burnt ? 

A. No; only black with the ſmoke. 

Q. Not at all burnt ? 

A. No. 

Q. You cannot form any Judgineat of the 
diſtance of the candle from that ſhelf? 

A. No, I cannot. 

Q. Do you know what diſtance that 
thelf was from the floor of the wy 
board ? 

A. Not very high; the cloſet is not very 
high. 

Q. Was this ſhelf about midway of the 
cloſet, or how ? 

A. It was the middle ſhelf, I believe, in 
the cloſet. 

Q. Was it about the middle from the 
top to the bottom of the cloſet? How many 
ſhelves were in the cloſet ? 

A. Two, I believe, but I will not be ſure; 
E was ſo much frightened. 


Q. Had 


6 
Q. Had you never ſeen that cloſet be- 
fore ? 


A. I had ſeen it, but I did not take 
much notice of- it ; I never went into 
it. 


Q. How high was this bonnet- box that 
the candle ſtood upon? N 

A. Not a very high one. 

Q. There was not room for any thing 


very high to ſtand under the ſhelf, I be- 
lieve ? 

A. There was not. 

Q. Be ſo good as to repeat what you ſaid 
to Birkmire when you went up. 

A. I ran up, and faid, Mrs. Birkmire ! 
« Mrs. Birkmire! for God's fake come 
« down, or I ſhall be burnt alive in my bed 
« this night!“ | 
Mr. Serjeant Cockle.—You faid that you 
heard ſomething upon the ſtairs when you 
was in the dining-room, and that you was 
going to ſcream out? 


A. Ves, and directly faw my maſter's 
back. 


„3 Q. If you had heard a perſon going 
| down ſtairs in the common uſual way, 


D ſhould 


CW I 

| ſhould you have thought of ſcreaming out 
then ? 

A. If I had heard them go n the 
kitchen ſtairs I ſhould not have been fo 
much frightened. 

Q. Was the perſon going down in an 
eaſy foft manner, or not ? 

A. He was going down ſoft, I could 
juſt hear him ſtep. 

Q. You judged, at the time when you 
was about to ſcream out, that he was going 
down eaſily and ſoftly ? 

es. 

Mr. Garrow.---She ſaid, in his uſual way. 

A. My maſter never came down ſtairs 
hard. 

Mr. Serjeant Cock/e,---Did your maſter 
in common come down ſtairs juſt as he did 
that night? 

A. I believe he did. 

Q. Did your maſter ſay any thing to you 
in the morning? 

A. He ſaid nothing to me. 

Q. Had you no converſation with him 
in the morning ? 

A. In the morning I had not. 


4 Q. You 


u 


1 

. You was not preſent when Birkmire 
told him of the accident? 

A. Mr. Birkmire went up ſtairs with 
my maſter and Mr. William Brown. 

Q. You was not there? | | 

A. No, I ſtopped with my miſtreſs 
below. 

Q. Who paid your wages ? 

A. My miſtreſs, 


WILLIAM BIRKMIRE (Sworn.) 
Examined by Mr. Shepherd. 


Q. I believe you lived as foreman with 
Mr. Brown in July laſt? 

A. Yes. 

Q. At what time did you come home 
from your work on Friday the roth of 
July. 

A. Pretty ſoon in the evening. 

Mr. Serjeant Adair. What paper is that 
you have in your hand? 

A. Only a memorandum of the dates. 

Q. When did you make them ? 

A. Upon a recollection after my laſt ex- 
amination. 


D 2 Mr. 


( 20 ) 
Mr. Shepberd.---Is it any ching more than 
dates ? 
n 

Mr. Gerrow.---Let me look at it. (The 
witneſs gave it into Court.) 

Mr. Shepherd.---I am now ſpeaking of 
the night when the candle was diſcovered 
in the cloſet ? 

A. That was the F n night. 

Q. What time did you come in? 

A. When I faw my maſter it was 

between the hqurs of fix and eight---I can- 

not be certain to an hour---I did not go in 
to my maſter till ſome time after. I had 
been home---one of the porters made a 
charge I thought it not right to pay, I went 
to conſult my maſter whether I ſhould pay 
it or not---I went into the counting-houſe 
to my maſter. 

Q. What was your maſter about at that 
time ? 

A. He was putting by the books. 

Q. Where did he put them? 

A. Into an iron ſafe. 
Q. Did he put any thing into that iron 
fafe beſides the books? 


A. There 


( 21) 
A. There were papers miſſing off hooks, 
but whether he put them in or no, I can- 
not ſay. 

- Q. Had he been aſd to put the books 
into the ſafe? 

A. He had not. 

Q. Who had been uſed to do that? 
A. At times I have done it, ſometimes 

my wife, ſometimes Mr. Longman, who 
| lives at Newington. 

Q. How long after he had been putting 
away theſe books was it before he went 
out ? 


A. He went up the private ſtairs before 


he went out. 
Q. Do you know the time yourſelf when 
he went out of the houſe? 

A. As near nine o'clock as poſſible. 

Q. Do you know where he was, from 
the time you ſaw him put away theſe books 
and quit the counting-houſe, till he went 
out ? 5 

A. He went up the private ſtairs, and he 
came down, inſtead of the private ſtairs, 
down the warehouſe ſtairs, and he went out 
of doors directly. 


Q. PEER 


(a 
Q. About what time did he generally go 


to his country houſe ? 


A. I never knew him to be there ſo 
late before---ſometimes he went out ſooner. 

Q. Did he uſually go ſo late as that to 
his country houſe? 

A. Not to my knowledge. 

Q. After your maſter went away, did any 
thing material happen? did you make any 
obſervations till you were called up by 
Jane Stevens? 

A. I went in---I had received ſome 
orders, 

Qi. Nothing particular happened till you 
were called by Jane Stevens, did there? 
A. After Mr. Brown was gone, I went 
in to ſee for the key of the iron ſafe---] 


miſſed the key out of its uſual place. 


Court. -Did you find the key? 

A. I did not. 

Mr. Shepherd. Had that key been 
uſually left in the counting-houſe ? 

A. It had; and J generally locked up the 
counting-houſe door, and took the key up 
with me---Mr. Brown had a key to let 
himſelf in or out, and I had another key.— 
To 
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To ſatisfy myſelf further about the key of 
the iron cheſt, I made a ſearch in the deſk: 
in the morning, and it was not in the 
place. 

Q. What time did you go to bed? 

A. Between nine and ten. I never went 
out of the houſe that night, after I had 
ſpoke to Mr. Brown. 

Q. You and your wife? 

A. Yes, both of us were in the houſe. 

Q. How long, after you had been a-bed, 
was it before you were diſturbed by Jane 
Stevens? 

A. I don't know]; it was either my wife 
or Jane Stevens diſturbed me. 

Q. How long had you been a- bed? 

A. An hour, or better. 

Q. Was you aſleep ? 

A. I was aſleep. 

Q. Do you recollect what Jane Stevens. 
laid to you? 

A. She came in a rage, and called out 
upon the ſtairs, Her raſcal of a maſter! Her 
raſcal of a maſter ! 

QD Did the come up in a great fright? 


A, I 
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A. I thought ſhe was in a great fright, 
and in a great rage. | 

Q. Did ſhe appear to be frightened—to 
be alarmed ? | 

A. Very much frightened. 
Q. You ſay, ſhe appeared to be very 
much terrified ? | 

A. She did.—I thought ſomebody had 
broke into the houſe, at firſt. 

Q. Did you go down ſtairs ? 

A. They were running down : I thought 
I was better to meet, them than the women 
were; I took a large bed lath. She never 
mentioned any thing about fire, or any at- 
tempt; but ſhe ſaid, © In there! in there!” 
and pointed into the nurſery. 

Q. Did you go into the * ? 

A. I did. 

Q. What did you 62 when you got into 
the nurſery ? 
A. There is a cupboard within a cloſet : 
in this cupboard, within the cloſet, there was 
à hat or a bonnet box. | : 

Q. What was it made of? 
A. Paſteboard. 


Q. Were 


re 
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Q. Were theſe things in the cupboard ? 

A. The things that I will relate to you 
were in the cupboard: The box was turned 
topſy-turvy, placed as my hat is now: this 
is the piece of wood, and the candle was 
put in it in this manner (deſcribing it) : 
of each fide of this candle were pieces of 
wood, laid in this manner (piled round it) 
the ſame as you may buy at the chandler's 
ſhop, but finer; upon that there were ſhav- 
ings; in the ſhavings there were matches; 
withinfide there were two children's hats, 
placed in this manner (deſcribing it) one 
on each fide the candle; either chip or Leg+ 
horn hats. 


Q. How far was the candle from being 
burnt-down to the wood that ſupported it? 

A. I believe about the length of my 
thumb; but I cannot be certain to that : 
it was that len 88 from the n piled 


round it. 


Q. How long was the candle? 

A. I don't know: this is the remains of 
the candle (producing it); it was about the 
length of my thumb from the ſhavings and 


matches. 


1 E Q. What 
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Q. What ſort of door is there to this 
cupboard ? a 

A. It is a little cupboard ; there is a 
wooden door to it. 
| Q. What ſort of door is there to the 
cloſet ? 

A. A wooden door alſo. 

Q. Was there any * hung upon this 
cupboard door ? 

A. There was either a gentleman or la- 
dy's dreſſing-gown hung over the cupboard 
door, to prevent the light making its ap- 
pearance. Suppofing this the top of the 
cloſet, in the cupboard over this was hung 
a lady's or gentleman's garment for dreſſing : 
there were two gentlemen's alſo ; they were 
confined to the door with what we call a 
two-cut batten. 

Q. In ſuch a ſituation as to prevent the 
light appearing through the crevices ? 
A. I looked upon it fo: this piece of 
deal wood was laid angle ways, to keep the 
cloaths that hung upon this little cupboard 
cloſe up to the crevices. 

Q. Did you obſerve the — of the 
cloſet? 

A. I 


„„ 
A. I did; it was ſtopped with paper. 

Q. Is that the outſide door? Oe 

A. It was the outſide door. 

Q. What did you do when you got into 
this room, and found theſe things? 

A. My wife put the candle out; I ran to 
the cloſet to ſee if there had been any thing 
elſe; I put my hand to the top part of the 
little cupboard, over the candle, to ſee if 
there was any fire; I could not bear my 
hand. 

Q. How far was the top of the cup- 
board from the candle ? 

A. I cannot fay. 

Q. Did you remove any of the things? 

A. No; I left the candle, and every 
combuſtible, in the cloſet, after I put the 
candle out, in the ſtate I found it. 

Q. Did you go to bed again ? 

A. I did, and got up at different times 
in the night to ſee that all was ſafe. 

Q. Did you obſerve any papers among 
thoſe combuſtibles, that night ? 

A. I ſaw ſome papers upon the top of the 
ſhelf, 
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Q Did you yourſelf make any obſerva. 
tion of what thoſe papers were? 

A. To the beſt of my knowledge they 
were newſpapers. 

Q. Where were they? 

A. On the top of the n. outſide 
the cupboard, 

Q. Within the cloſet ? 

A. Yes, and a top of the cupboard. 

Q. Did you obſerve what thoſe papers 
were ? 

A. I did not; I thought they were newſ- 
papers. 

Q. Had you, in the courſe of the morn- 
ing of that day, obſerved any letter or paper 
in your maſter's hand? 

A. In the evening I faw a letter in 1 my 
maſter's hand, in the counting-houſe. 

Q. Do you know who that came from? 

A. I believe it came from Dr. Batten, 
from a perſon who will give you an account 
of that. 

Q. What time did your maſter come 
home next morning? 

A. I cannot be certain; it was from the 
hour of ten to eleven, I think. 

5 Q. Before 


( 29 ) 
Q. Before your maſter came home, did 
you ſhew this cupboard to any body? 
A. Yes, to every body that worked about 
the houſe. | 
Q. Did you ſhew it to a man of the name 
of Warner? 
A. I did. 


* Did any perſon take up any paper? 
The fourth time of going up, Mr. 


1 picked up this letter; he clapped 
his hand upon his knee in this manner 
(lapping his knee) and ſaid, It is too bad. 

Q. Was that letter in the cupboard, upon 
the ſhelf? 

A. No, upon the floor of the cloſet. 

Q. Do you know what that letter was? 

A. From the account of Mr. Warner, 
and afterwards getting the letter into my 
hand, I believe it was in anſwer to a letter. 

Mr. Serjeant Adazrr.--- Unleſs you mean 
to call Warner, this is not evidence, and 
ſhall object to it---if you do mean to call 
Warner, I ſhall not object to it. | 

Mr. Shepherd.---Did you fee the letter? 

A. Idid. 


Q. Who did it come from ? 


A. From 
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A. From Dr. Batten. 

Mr. Serjeant Adarr.---Did you fee who 
the letter was from ? did you read it ? 

A. I did not; I ſaw it. 

Mr. Shepherd.---Did you ſee enough to 
know from whom it came? 

A. From Dr. Batten. There was an an- 
ſwer, at the bottom of the letter, to my 
maſter, to the buſineſs he had ſent after. 

Mr. Serjeant Lawrence.---Brother Adair, 
will you produce that letter ? 

Mr. Serjeant Adarr.---We have looked 
for it, and have it not. 

Court.---W hat reaſon had you for know- 
ing it was the letter his'maſter had in his 
hand in the evening, 

A. Mr. Warner went in the day with the 
letter, and brought it back, and gave me 
charge that Mr. Brown ſhould have the let- 
ter. ; 

Mr. Shepherd.---Did that letter get to 
the hands of your maſter in that day? 

A. I look upon it that was the letter he 
was reading when I went into the counting- | 
houſe; Warner put it into the counting- 
houſe, * | 
4 Mr. 


t 8 I 
Mr. Shepherd.---Did you afterwards ſee 
your maſter in the counting-houſe reading 
any letter ? 

A. Yes, I did, which I believe to be that 
letter. 

Q. How long was it after Warner had 
put that letter in the counting-houſe, that 
you ſaw it in your maſter's hand ? 

A. I cannot ſay. 

Court.---At what time did Warner put it 
into the counting-houſe ? 

A. It was in the evening, I look upon it, 
ſomewhere about ſeven or eight o'clock ; I 
will not be certain to the time. 

Mr. Shepherd.---Did you ſee that letter 
in the counting-houſe, at any time, after you 
ſaw your maſter reading a piece of paper 
there? 

A. No. 

Q. Then, if it had been put there, it was 
gone ? 

A. Certainly. 

Q. You did not ſee it afterwards? 

A. Not that night. 

Q. How long after Warner had pick- 

ed 


| CC MY 
ed up this paper, on Saturday morning, 
was it that your maſter came home ? 

A. It was the fourth time of our going 
up into the cloſet---it was an hour and a 
half, or better, before my maſter came 
home. 

Q. Did you leave that letter in the 
cloſet ? 

A. Yes, in the ſame ſtate we Wan it. 

Q. When your maſter came home, on 
Saturday morning, did you ſay any thing 
to him about the circumſtance that happen- 
ed the night before? 

A. I firſt ſpoke to him in the murſery. 

Q. Did you ſee your maſter come home ? 

A. Yes, he came home in a hackney 
coach, and went into the counting-houſe. 

Q. Was there any body there? 

A. Yes, there were two gentlemen there, 
who they were I don't know. 

Q. How long did he ſtay in the count- 
ing-houſe with thoſe two gentlemen ? 

A. A very little while. 

Q. Where did he go to, when he came 
out of the counting-houſe from thoſe gen- 
men ? 

A. Into 
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A. Into the private houſe. 

Q. Do you know what became of thoſe 
two gentlemen ? 

A. I don't know, they were gone out 
when I came down ſtairs again. 

Q. When your maſter went into the 
private houſe, where did you go to ? 

A. I followed him as faſt as I could---he 
went into his own bed-room, which is ad- 
joining the nurſery. 

Q. Did he go into the bed-room ? 

A. He could not get in, becauſe I had 
locked the door. 

Q. Did you uſually lock the door of his 


chamber ? 

A. Never in my life before. 

Q. Did your maſter fay any thing to you, 
when he found the door of his chamber 
locked ? 

A. Not a word. 

Q. Did you produce the key immedi- 
ately, or did he aſk for it? 


A. I ran before =" and unlocked the 
door. 


Q. When you unlocked the door did he 
make any obſervation to you about it? 


F A, None 
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A. None that I remember.---When he 
got into the room I took him round to the 
nurſery. 
Q. There is a communication between 
the nurſery and that bed-room ? 

A. There was a door that opened out 
of his bed-room into the nurſery, and no- 
body could get into the nurſery without 
going through that bed-chamber.---I ſhew- 
ed him the danger that the houſe had been 
in 


Q. Did you open the cloſet door ? 
A. I left the cloſet door open.---I ſhewed 
him the danger the houſe had been in--- 
faid he, It is done on purpoſe---I ſaid, There 
was not the leaſt doubt, from the appearance, 
that it was done on purpoſe. 
Q. What did your maſter ſay to that ? 
A. Mr. Willam Brown happened to 
come in---he ſaw the ſtate it was in---and 
then Mr. Brown, and two children, were 


there---at the time when they came he 


made no more anſwer to me, but went down 

ſtairs, 

Q. Did he make any other obſervation, or 
. | | any 
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any comment, except ſaying, that it was done 
on purpoſe ? 

A. None. 

Q. Who was Mr. William Brown ? 

A. A gentleman that lives in Cheapſide 
---Mr. James Brown's wife's brother. 

Q. How came Mr. William Brown to 
know any thing about it ? 

A. I had been after him three times that 
morning. 

Q_ Did you ſee Mr. William Brown that 
morning ? 

A. I did. 

Q. How often had you been after him 
before you ſaw him ? 

A. Twice before I ſaw him. 

Q. When you ſaw him, did you tell him 
what had happened ? 

A. The firſt time I went I informed 
Mr. Brown's ſervant of the danger the 
houſe had been in. 

Q.. Do you recollect the time in the 
morning when you firſt went to Mr. William 
Brown's ? 

A. I cannot, my flurry was ſo great. 

Q. Was it pretty early ? 

F 2 A. The 
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A. The ſhop was opened. 
Q. How long after the firſt time did you 
go again? 
A. In about three quarters of an hour. 
Q. Did Mr. un Brown come in 


the mean time? 

A. He did not. 

Q. Then in three quarters of an hour you 
went again ? 

A. Yes---one of Mr. William Brown's 
ſervants came, and informed me his maſter 
was come down---I went and told him that 
the houſe had been in ſuch danger, and 
that, as Mr. James Brown was not in town, 
that as he was a relation, I thought it re- 
quifite that he ſhould come and fee the 

| fate the houſe was in, as the ſervant was 
going away. 

Q. Your maſter, you ſay, without fay- 
ing any thing elſe, went down ſtairs, after 

vou ſhewed him theſe things in the cloſet ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What paſſed after that? 

A. When I went down ſtairs he was 
tone out. 


Q. Did 
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Q. Did you, when you ſaw him again, 
fay any thing to him about it? 

A. Yes, in the evening I aſked him if 
he had made any enquiry into it---I faid 
what a loſs it would be to you and to myſelf 
both. 


Q. What made you ſay it would be a loſs 


to yourſelf? 


A. Becauſe my property was in the houſe. 

Q. What property had you in the houſe? 

A. I furniſhed my own room, and had 
furniture in different parts of the houſe 
beſides. 


Q. Was your furniture inſured ? 
A. No. 


Q. To what amount might you have 
property in this houſe ? 

A. I never made an eſtimate of it. 

Q. Whereabouts do you think? 

A. I cannot ſay what amount. 

Q. Can you give any fort of gueſs. 


A. Not with a certainty, Mrs. Birkmire 
has a liſt of them. 


Q. Upon your making this a. 


tion to him, and aſking him whether he had 


made any enquiry, what anſwer did he 
give you ? 


A. He 


. 
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A. He aſked me why I could ſuppoſe the 
cook could do any thing of the kind, at the 
fame time that ſhe came to alarm me, when 
I was aſleep. | 

Q. What did you fay to that ? 

A. I made him no further anſwer---then 
he gave me money to go and pay the people 
in the ſhop. 

Q. Had you faid any thing to your maſter 
about the cook, before he gave you that 
anſwer ? | 

A. I had not, I only aſked him whether he 

had made any enquiry. 
Q. Did you fay any thing to your maſter, 
except merely putting that queſtion to him, 
Whether he had made any enquiry ? 

A. I might ſay many things which J 


don't recollect. 


Court.---Your maſter's anſwer, and your 


queſtion, don't agree with one another? 


Mr. Shepherd.---Had you faid any thing 
to your maſter, before that, about the cook, 
or about any body elſe ? 


A. The cook was going away that day. 


Q. What did you fay to your maſter 
about this cook ? 


A. It was he that laid to me about the 
cook 


Ct i 
cook —-1 informed my maſter of what the 
cook had ſaid. 

Q. When did you tell that to your maſter? 

A. In the evening. 

Q. What did you tell your maſter ? 

A. I cannot recolle&; but, to the beſt of 
my knowledge, that ſhe ſaid ſhe was going 
away in the morning, and ſhe was deter- 
mined to go down to Stratford for her 
wages. 

Q. When you had this converſation with 
your maſter about this cook, did you deſire 
your maſter to do any thing ? 

A. No, nothing at all. 

Q. Did you deſire the cook, or any body 
elſe, to be examined by your maſter ? 

A. No, I could not, becauſe I did not 
know who where the perſons that did it. 

Q. Do you know whether your maſter 
did make any enquiries at that time? 

A. I never heard that he did. 

Q. Was this all the converſation that you 
recolle&t, that paſſed with your maſter on 
that Saturday night? 

A. I was paying the people---I was call- 
ed into the counting-houſe again; he gave 
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me the money to take up a bill of 13/7. 10s. 
---he ſent me to Saffron Hill, to a bedſtead 
maker, of the name of Elam---I ran as faſt 
as I could, that he might make ſome enqui- 
ry, or order fomebody to patrole the houſe 
that night. When I came back my maſter 
was gone. 

Q. This was on the Saturday night ? 
A. Yes, it was. | 
Q. Did Jane Stevens go away then ? 
A. Yes, that night. 
Court. I took down that he ſaid the 
cook was going away next day ? 
As. I faid, that as the cook was going 
away, there ought to be an enquiry made, 
Mr. Shepherd.---Was the cook going away 
on that day---the Saturday, or on the Sun- 
day ? 
A. On that Saturday---ſhe went on that 
Saturday night. 
Q. Who came in her place ? 
A. There came nobody in her place till 
the Monday. 
Q. Who was that perſon ? 
A. Peggy Harris, a perſon that had lived 
with Mr. Brown ſome time before. 
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Q. I believe nothing happened either on 
the Saturday night, or the Sunday ? 
A. Nothing at all. 
Q. Did your maſter either come or ſend 
to town on Sunday ? 


A. Not to that houſe. 

Q. What time did he come to town on 
Monday morning ? 

A. About eleven o'clock. 

Q. Did any part of his family come with 


him? were they there at any time that 


day ? 
A. They might be in his private houſe; 


unknown to me; I had nothing to do with 
the private houſe. 

Q. What time of day did your maſter go 
out on Monday ? 

A. About two o'clock, 


Q. Do you know whether he belonged 
to any Monday club ? 


A. Yes, at Highgate. 
Q. Had it been your maſter's cuſtom to 


ſleep at Holloway Down, or in London, on 


Monday night ? 
A, In London. 
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Q. Did he generally come home late of 
a Monday? 
A. He could come into the private door, 
without our knowing when he came in. 


Q. At two o'clock on EE" your 
maſter went out ? 


A. Yes. 

Q. That was the laſt time you ſaw him 
on Monday ? 

A. It was. 

Q. When the ſhop was ſhut, and the 
buſineſs all done on Monday, did you make 
a ſearch all over the houſe ? 

A. I did, juſt after Mr. Brown went out 
of the houſe; I found all fafe : I ſearched 
in every part where I thought there was 
danger, after Mr. Brown had come out of 
the private houſe, between two and three 
o'clock. 


Court. Two or three © clock in the 
day ? 

Tes. 

Mr. Shepherd.---Did you at any time af- 
terwards in that day, before you went to 
bed, look about the houſe again? 


A. I 
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A. I did again at duſk. 
Q. Do you know whether there had been 
any fire in the kitchen on that day? 

A. Not from the hour of nine in the 
morning. 1 1 

Q. Did you fearch the houſe before you 
went to bed? 

A. Yes; my wife and the cook went into 
the kitchen, and I looked over other parts 
of the houſe while they went to fee if all 
was ſafe there: I looked into the kitchen; 
they went in and ſearched it. 

Q. Was all fafe, for aught that appeared 
to you ? 

A. It was. 


Q. At what time did you make that laſt 
ſearch ? 


A. The laſt ſearch was between nine 


and ten, that I ſearched myſelf. 


Did you go through the Pane of 
the private houſe ? 
A, I did that night, 


Q. Do you know how the oat was 
TI: 


A. I faw the chain acroſs, 
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Q. Did you go to bed immediately after 
this ſearch ? 


A. We went to bed between eleven and 
twelve, 


Q. Margaret Harris 183 in the houſe 
that night? | 

A. She did. 

Q. How long after you had gone to bed 
was it before you were diſturbed by Mar- 
garet Harris, or by any body ? 

A. It was between twelve and one. 

Q. What was the firſt thing that alarm. 
ed you ? 

A. I flept in the nurſery, as Mrs. Brown 
had called of the Monday night to give 2 
particular charge to my wite: as the had left 
every door open, I and my wife ſlept in the 
nurſery for fafety, as the attempt had been 
made there before. 

Court. Give a n. charge of 
what? 

A. Of the heals. « on account of the at- 
tempt that was made before; ſhe ſaid, ſhe 
had left eyery door open, that ſhe would 
not truſt the charge to Margaret Harris, but 
to my wite and me, 


Q. After 
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Q. After you were gone to bed in the 
nurſery, who alarmed you firſt? 

A. Peggy Harris: ſhe halloa'd out,“ Fire! 
fire!“ I got up directly; I was running 
down the private ſtairs; the flame and ſmoke 
came ſo rapidly, I flipped down four ſteps ; 
I could not get down that way. There was 
a communication between one houſe and 
the other ; I went up ſtairs again, and went 
through that communication, and came 
down through the warehouſe. 

Q. Then you could not get down the 
private ſtairs to the ſtreet-door ? 

A. Ne, 

Q. Whereabouts was the kitchen? 

A. Under the room that I ſlept in; un- 
derneath the nurſery ; the kitchen is up one 
pair of ſtairs. 

Q. What door did you get out of ? 

A. The warehouſe door into the ſtreet. 

Q. When you firſt came down through 
the warchouſe door into the itreet, did you 
ſee any body? 

A. Mr. William Brown was the firſt 


gentleman that came, when the cry of Fire 
was. 


Q. Was 
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Q. Was he the firſt perſon you ſaw ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was any body with him ? 

A. Two gentlemen, but I don't know 
who they were. | 

Q. Were you without cloaths at that 
time ? | 

A. I had a great coat in the ware room, 
and that and my night-ſhirt was all that I 
had. 

Q. Where did you go to? 

A. I went into the Old Change, there I 


got a pair of breeches and a pair of ſtock- 


ings, and then returned again; but I moved 
a great number of things before I went 
there. Mr. Simpſon, in the Church-yard, 
aſked me to hold up my apron ; I did not 


know whether I had cloaths on or no; I 


held up my ſhirt, and the people laughed; 
then I went and got ſome cloaths. 

Q. Did you aſſiſt in getting goods out of 
the houſe ? 

A. I did, till I could not ſtay any longer 
in the houſe. I was coming down ſtairs 


with a very valuable glaſs, part of the ſtairs 
gave 


t a 2 
gave way; the glaſs ran down my leg, and 
laid it open. 


Q. You worked at this houſe as long as 
you could ? 


A. I did till the very laſt moment. 


Q. Who aſliſted you? 

A. Several people. 

Q. Did thoſe gentlemen with Mr. Wil- 
liam Brown, at the door, aſſiſt you ? 

A. They did. 

Q. Did you know what became of Mr. 


William Brown ; he went, I believe, to 
your maſter ? 


A. He did. 


Q. Did you loſe your property ? 
A. I did, my cloaths and all. 


Q. A good deal of your maſter's — 


was ſaved? 


A. It was, for I ſtaid till the laſt moment. 
Q. When did you firſt ſee your maſter, 


after the houſe was burnt down ? 

A. I cannot be exact to the hour ; it was 
the morning of the fire I ſaw him in the 
_ Church-yard. 

Q. What did you fay to him? 
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A. I did not ſpeak to him; he was leati« 
ing upon a ſtone, and looking very heavy. 

Q. He ſeemed very melancholy ? 

A. Yes; there was a man in the Church. 
yard was ſpeaking againſt Mr. Brown. 

Q. Did you hear your maſter fay any 
thing ? 

A. I did not, till he called upon me where 
I was gone to lodge. 

Q. Do you recollect, at any time before 
this, any goods being ſent out of your 
maſter's houſe ? 

A. Les. 

Q. How long before the fire ? 

A. In the courſe of the week of the at- 
tempt. 

Q. Do you know whoſe goods they 
were ? 

A. A gentleman that was abroad. 

Q. Do you know his name ? 

A. Mr. Benn. 
Q. Where were thoſe goods in the 
houſe ? 

A. It was in the room even to where J 
ſlept, where he intended to make a waſhing 
room, I think. 


SE Q. Were 
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Q. Were Mr. Benn's goods of much 
yalue ? 

A. Very good things---bookcaſes, ward- 
robes, and ſuch things. 

Q. How came they to be placed with 
your maſter ? 

A. I don't know---they were there be- 
fore I went there. 

Q. Do you remember any thing of your 
maſter's being removed, of any ſort? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What were they ? 

A. They went to the country-houſe--- 
there were ſome prints removed to the 
dining-room too, where Mr. Benn's goods 
were. 

Q. Were they valuable Fantek 

A. Very valuable---they were moved 
one day while I was up at dinner. 

Q. About the ſame time ? 

A, To% 

Q. You faid there were ſome 1 
alſo ſent to the country-houſe? 

A. Yes---a commode dreſſing- table, tea- 
board, chairs, ſnuffers-ſtand, bread-baſket, 
and ſeveral other things. | 
. Q. The 
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Q. The others were ſent to a Mt. God- 
frey's ? 

A. Yes, I helped to move them myſelf--- 
but Mr. Brown gave. me orders to remove 
thoſe prints, becauſe, he ſaid, he meant to 
fit up the room. 


WILLIAM BIRKMIRE, 
Croſs-examined by Mr. Serjeant Bond. 


Q. You ſay there were five prints re- 
moved ? 


A. I did not ſay any number. 
Q.- Did you know what prints they 
were ? 


A. I did not. 
Q. I believe there were a good many 


left ? 
A. There were. 
Q. There were ſome valuable prints of 
Woollett's left, I believe: 
A. I don't know what they were -they 
were taken down and put face to face. 
Court. — They were all to be removed 
becauſe the room was to be repaired. 
Mr. Serjeant Bond. Do you know of 
what 


a 
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«what value this furniture was, that was ſent 
to the country-houſe ? 

A. No, I don't. 

Q. A few matted chairs, a commode, 
and a teaboard, were ſent down for the uſe 
of the family ? 

A. Tes. 

Q. Sent by a public errand cart? 

A. Les, 

Q. What property might your maſter 
have in the houſe at this time? 

A. It is out of the power of any man 
to tell, without they took an inventory 
there were a great many things in ſight, 
and a great many out of fight. 

Q. Were there not drawers and cheſts 
full of furniture? 


A. Yes. 

Q. A whole warchoufe full ? 

A. I cannot call it a whole warehouſe 
full; there was a great ftock. 

Q. Can you ſpeak generally to the value 
of that ſtock ? | 

A. I cannot, nor no man in the kingdom, 
»zthout taking an inventory. 5 

VV 
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Qi l believe you know that it was a great 
deal more than the inſurance? 

A. I believe it was. 

Q. There were goods ſaved to a greater 
value than the whole amount of the in- 
furance ? 

A. I cannot tel]---the gentleman that 
valued them is the better judge of that. 

Q.. How long have you liyed with Mr, 

Brown? | 

A. From the 27th April. 

Q. Did your wife come about the fame 

time ? 

A. No, a 1 after. 

Q. In what way did you ſerve hun--- 
what was your duty, and what your wife's ? 

A. I was employed as manager of his 
buſineſs, to receive orders, and ſend out 
goods ; and ſhe in ſerying in the ſhop. 

Q. On Friday the 1oth of July, you had 
been up to the other end of the town ? 

A. I had. 

Q. Had you been drinking that day ? 

A. I had. 

0 I believe there had been a little re- 
primand from your maſter that evening ? 


A. Ves; 


| #8 


A. Yes; when I went into the counting- 
houſe, to make a complaint of the porter 
about a charge which, I thought, was an 
impoſition, and did not chooſe to pay it 
without his leave, he charged me with 
drinking---I told him, I had had two pints 
of porter, and went without my dinner that 
day to oblige him. 

Q. He charged you with being tipſy--- 
he thought you had been drinking, and 
told you ſo? 

A. He did.---I told him, I would bring 
the porter to tell him what I had drank. 

Q. After this, you ſaw him put the 
books up in the ſafe ? 

A. No; it was before that he had been 
putting the books in. 

Q. The other ſkopman was gone to 
Newington ? 

A. I don't believe he was there that 
week, to do any buſineſs. 

Q. Longman was not there ? 

A. He was not. 

Q. This, you ſay, was the oth of July ? 

A. To the beſt of my knowledge, it 
Was, 


Q. Your 
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Q. Your maſter came down the public 
ſtairs into the warehouſe, and went through 
the warehouſe into the ſtreet ? 

A. He did. 

Q. What o'clock was that ? 

A. I believe nine, as near as I can re- 
collect. 

Q. Did you look at the clock at that 
time ? 

A. I did not. 

Q. It was not dark ? 

A. No. 

Q. As to the key of the iron ſafe, where 
was that uſually kept? 

A. In the deſk in the counting-houſe. 

Q. Are you ſure it was not there at that 
time ? 

A. I am poſitive of it. 

* Where did it A 5 to be next morn- 
4 

A. The key was kept away from the iron 
cheſt all the time. 


Q. Was the iron ſafe gs the next 


day? 


A. I recollect ſeeing the key afterwards 


FT 
in the iron cheſt; but it was taken out 
again. | 
Q. Do you mean that you ſaw it on Fri- 
day night, or Saturday morning ? 

A. It could not be on the Friday night, 
for the key was taken away; it muſt be 
ſome time in the courſe of Saturday. 

Q. You faid, you did not know whether 
it was Jane Stevens or your wife that awoke 
you ? 

A. I did not. 

Q. What did Jane Stevens ſay ? 


A. She called out, The raſcal of her 
rhaſter ! 'The raſcal of her maſter ! 


Q. Are you ſure of that ? 
A. Yes. | 


Q. Where did ſhe ſay that? 
A. Upon the ſtairs, going down ſtairs. 


Q. Had ſhe been in your room at that 
time ? | 


A. She had. 

Q. You thought, from the way in which 
ſhe came, that ſomebody had broke into the 
houſe ? 


A. Yes, I did. 
Q. When you came into the nurſery, did 


you 
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you look at the top of the eupboard, of the 
ſhelf that was above the candle? 

A. I looked at it, and felt it. 

Q. Did you do any thing elle to it? 

A. I looked at it to ſee if any part had 
been on fire. 

Q. Was any part of it bliſtered or burnt? 

A. It could not be fo hot without hav- 
ing ſome bliſter, or ſome ſuch thing: it 
felt exceeding hot; I could not bear wy hand 
to it. 

Q. Did you do any thing elle to it? 

A. My wife put the candle out, and I 
found every thing was ſafe. 

Q. You did nothing elle ? 

A. No farther than ſeeing that the place 
was ſafe. 


Q. Did any body wipe it ? 

A. I did not wipe it. 

Q. You did not take out your handker- 
chief and wipe off the {moke ? 
A. Not to my knowledge; I won't be 
poſitive: I don't think I had a handker- 
chief about me, for I was in my ſhirt. 


Q: Is that the very piece of candle? 
>: 0 
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A. To the beſt of my knowledge it is, 

Q. Where did you get that candle from? 

A. I got it from a gentleman in the next 
room, to-day ; a Mr. Wilkinſon : I cannot 
ſwear it is the ſame, becauſe it has been out 
of my cuſtody. 

Q. Who is that gentleman ? does he be- 
long to the Fire-office ? 

A. He does. | 

Mr. Serjeant Adair.---I ſhould be glad 
to look at that candle and the wooden can- 
dleſtick. 7 

Q. Was that piece of paper round it? 

A. There was a piece of paper round it. 


Q. In the way this is, or round the bot- 
tom of it? 


A. I don't know. 

Mr. Serjeant Bond.---Was not it pro- 
duced, with a piece of paper round the bot- 
tom, before the fitting Alderman ? 

A. I don't remember. | 

Q. How far was the flame of the candle 
above the wood and ſhavings ? 

A. About the length of my thumb. 

Q. Did you obſerve whether much tal- 

1 Nh tow 
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low had waſted down, as if it had been 


alight a long time? 


A. The wood and ſhavings that were 


placed round muſt prevent the tallow waſt- 
ing down. 


Q. Did you obſerve muck tallow waſted 
among the wood or ſhavings, as if the can- 
dle had been lit a long time ? 

A. No. | 

Q. After the candle was put out by your 
wife, and you went away, did you go to bed 
that night ? 

A. I did, and got up again different times 
in the night. 

Q. In the morning, had you locked up 
the room where the candle was ? 

A. No. 

Q. When did you lock it up? 

A. When I was going out to Mr. Wil- 
liam Brown, was the firſt time I locked it 


up. 


Q. How many times had you been in the 
room before that? 
A. Four times. 
Q. Had you ſhewn it to every workman 
that came into the houſe ? 
A. To 
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A. To the men-workmen I did. 
Q. All the men that worked in the houſe 
had been carried up by you, at different times, 
to ſee this thing ? 


A. As they came in the morning, I took 
them up, and ſhewed em the ſtate of the 
things. 

Qi. And this was before the room was 
locked up? 
A. Yes. 

Q. What time was it when you went up 
with Mr. Warner ? 

A. I had been up two or three times with 
Mr. Warner; we went up, and Mr. Warner 
found the letter. 

Q Had you locked the room up before 
that time ? 

A. I had not. 
Q. At that time did you lock up the 
room ? | 

A. I don't know whether I did or not. 

Q. When your maſter came home on the 
Saturday morning, in a hackney-coach, was 
your miſtreſs returned? Who was in the 
hackney-coach with him ? 

A. I ſaw none but himſelf in the coach? 

I 2 QQ. You 
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Q. You did not fee the gentleman that 
was with him ? 
A. I did not obſerve any body with him, 
Q. You did not ſee that it was a gentle. 
man that ſet him down ? 
A. No; I know it was a hackney-coach. 
Q. How long was it after before your 
miſtreſs came home ? 
A. In a little time. 


Q. Then your maſter went into the 
counting-houſe ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. There were two gentlemen waiting? 

A. There were two people waiting ; who 


they were, I don't know. 

Q. After that he went up ſtairs? ? 

A. He did. 

Q. Do you remember your maſter's go- 
ing up ſtairs ? 

A. Yes, for I lowed him. 

Q. After he had ſeen the cloſet, do you 


remember his laying any thing to Edward, 
the footman ? 

A. He ſent the footman up. 

Q Did you hear him ſend him up? 

A. No. 


"Bk — 
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Q. He came up? 

A. Yes, he did: one of the daughters 
picked up this letter, and "= it to Mr. 
William Brown. 

Q. I think you had ſome conveitiche's in 
the evening, with your maſter, about the 
cook ; was the cook gone away then ? 

A. No, the was in the private houſe at 
the time. 

Q. What ſort of a man was your maſter? 

A. A very good kind of man to me. 

Q. A good worthy man to you? 

A. I always found him ſo. 

Q. He was an eaſy, quiet man ? 

A. As far as I ſaw. 

Q. He carried on a conſiderable deal of 
buſineſs at that time ? 

A. A good deal of buſineſs. 

Q. At that time don't you know that 
he was in ſome embarraſiments in his cir- 
cumſtances ? 

A. There were different applications, at 
different times, for payment, and there came. 
a man with a threat. 

Q. Had not he ſerious buſineſs upon his 
mind, at that time, without doors ? 


A. I 


E 


A. I believe he might. 

Q. You have had information ſince that 
he had? 

A. I have. 

One of the Fury.---When were thoſe 
goods removed to Mr. Benn's ? 
A. In the courſe of the week of the at- 
tempt. 

Q. Was it before the attempt * ? 

A. It was. 

Mr. Shepherd. ---You have been aſked 
about your maſter talking of your being in 
liquor on the Friday night; tell the gen- 
tlemen where you had been that day; Had 
you been at work in your maſter's buſineſs ? 

A. I had. 

Q. Had you been drinking any thing 
more than merely refreſhment, whilſt you 
had been at work ? 

A. I am poſitive of it. 

Q. Were you perfectly ſober ? 

A. As perfectly ſober as I am at this 
moment. 

Q. When you came into the counting- 
houſe, what was your maſter about, before 


he ſaid any thing to you « of any ſort ? 
A. He 
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A. He had the books in his hand. 


Q. Was he at that time puttin g them 
into the ſafe ? 


A. He was. 
Q. Was it before he had ſeen yon, after 


you came in ? 


A. It was before he ſpoke to me: I be- 


lieve he had not ſeen me---he might though; 
but not that I know of. 

Q. Had you been employed 1 in buſineſs 
after you came in ? 

A. I was in the warehouſe, doing ſome- 
thing, I cannot tell what, in his buſineſs. 
Q. You faid you had a diſpute with the 
porter ? 

A. I went to him about the — 
I thought the porter made. 


Q. Was that what led you into the 
counting-houſe ? 


A. It was. 


ANN Bikkmire (Sworn. ) 


Examined by Mr. Ruſſil. 


Q. You are the wife of the laſt witneſs? 


A. Les. 
Q. Did 
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Q. Did you live with Mr. Brown in July 
laſt ? | 

A. Yes; I went to Mr. Brown's on the 
4th of May. - 

Q. Who ſlept in that houſe on the Fri- 
day night ? 

A. Myſelf, Mr. Birkmire, and Jane Ste- 
vens. 

Q. Was that all? 

A. Les. 

Q. What time did your maſter leave his 
houſe that night ? 

A. About nine o'clock. 

Q. Did you ſee him at the time he left 
his houſe ? 

A. Yes; he came into the ſhop about 
nine o'clock : we thought he had been gone 
to the country houſe. 

Q. Was that a later or an earlier hour 
than he was accuſtomed to go to his coun- 
try houſe ? 

A. A later hour. 

Q. What was his ordinary hour of going 
to his country houſe ? 

A. About fix or ſeven o'clock. | 

| : p Q. What 
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Q What time did you go to bed that 
night ? 

A. About ten o'clock. 

Q. Which went to bed firſt, Stevens, or 
you, or your huſband ? 

A. Mr. Birkmire went to bed firſt: I 
had been very ill all day; he defired me to 
get ſomething warm: he went to bed; I 
went to bed about ten. Jane Stevens faid, 
« Mrs. Birkmire, do you keep your door 
« open;” which is a door that leads to the 
private houſe. She went up the ſhop ſtairs 
along with me, and ſhe defired I would 
leave the door open which has a commu- 
nication with the private houſe, in caſe ſhe 
ſhould be frightened, as there was only her- 
ſelf in the houfe.---I faid I would.---She 
ſaid, “ I ſhall fleep in the nurſery to night, 
* on account af the bed being tumbled,” 
and then next morning ſhe ſhould have 
only one bed to make, as ſhe was going 
away the next day, | 

Q. Do you know whether ſhe was going 
away of her own will, or was ſhe diſmiſſed 
by her maſter ? 13 

RY K A. Of 
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A, Of her own will; ſhe had 4 
warning. 

Q. Was you diſturbed at all in the nicht: 

A. Yes.---When I went to bed I bolted 
my own door, as I always do. Mr. Birk- 
mire was aſleep when I went into the 
room. | 


Q. What time in the night was you 
diſturbed ? 


A. Between ten and eleven o clock: about 
half paſt ten. 

Q. By whom? 

A. By Jane Stevens coming running up 
itairs: ſhe ſaid, © O my God, Mrs. Birk- 
*« mire -- -The villain, my maſter !--- Come 
« down into the nurſery !'' We waked my 
huſband, and defired he would come down 
into the nurſery. He went down; he ſup- 
poſed ſomebody had broke into the houſe: 
we all went down together. She kept re- 
peating, The raſcal, my maſter !'” When 


we went down into the nurſery, «© Look 


there! ſays ſhe.---I ran up and put the 
candle out. 
ee Repeat what you heard Jane 
Stevens ſay when the, came up the ſtairs. 
A. c (} 


199 | 
A. O my God, Mrs. Birkmire - The 


„ yillain, my maſter !---Come down into the 
« nurſery !” 

| Q. What did you obſerve when you got 
to the nurſery ? 

A. There was a bonnet box turned bottom 
upwards, a piece of mahogany with a candle 
in it, and ſeveral pieces of wood rather lon- 
ger than what one buys at the ſhops, two 
Leghorn hats bent over the candle, and the 
candle was burning under the ſhelf. 

Q. Did you obſerve the wick of the 
candle ? 

A. I cannot ſay I took that notice, I 
was ſo terrified.---I put the candle out. 

Q. Did you make any obſervation upon 
the wick ? 

A. It appeared a good deal burnt, 

Q. What did you do after you had put 
it out? 

A. After we had put it out, we went 
round the houſe together to ſee if there was 
any thing elſe, for fear the houſe ſhould be 
on fire; we did not ſee any thing, but Mr. 
Birkmire went about the houſe the whole 
night. Jane Stevens was in our room the 
whole of the reſt of the evening, except 
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when ſhe went out with us to ſee if any 
thing was the matter. We went about the 
houſe to ſee if every thing was ſafe. 

Q. How ſoon, the next day, did you ſee 
your maſter ? 

A. About eleven o'clock. 

Q. Was you preſent when he firſt waz 
ſhewn theſe combuſltibles ? 

A. I was in the ſhop when he came; he 
came in a hackney-coach; he went into 
the counting-houſe. 

Q. Had you any converſation with him 

betore he went into the nee 
„ 

Q. Where did he go when he came out 
of the counting-houle ? 

A. He went up ſtairs; Mr, Birkmire 
was there and Mr. William Brown. | 

Q. Do you know how Mr, William 
Brown came to be there ? 

A. Mr. Birkmire went to him in the 
morning, to let him know of the alarm? _ 

Q. Did you ſee your maſter again during 
that day ? 

A. Les, 

Q. Had you any conyer{ation with him 
about this alarm ? 


A. None at all. 
Q. Did 
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Q Did you hear him fay any thing 
about it ? 

A. I did not. 

Q. Was there any examination of you, 
your huſband, or Jane Stevens, that day ? 

A. There was not. 

Q. Had you any converſation with Mr, 
Brown, or did you hear any body elſe have 
any converſation with him, reſpecting the 
examination of any of you ? 

A. I did not. 

Q. What time did your huſband come 
home to his work on the Friday night ? 

A. He was at home by ſeven ren or 
before - he was out all day. 

Q. How ſoon did you ſee him after he 
came home? 

A. The whole time after. 

Q. Was he ſober, or was he intoxicated? 

A. He was ſober. 

Q. Are you ſure of it? 

A. I am: he was perfectly ſober. 

Q. Nothing, believe, particular hap- 
pened in the houſe, either on Sunday or 
Monday during the day? 

A. No. There were only us two in the 
houſe on Saturday night and Sunday night. 
Q. Who came in the room of Jane Stevens? 

A. Marga- 
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A. Margaret Harris; ſhe came on the 


Monday evening; none of the family was 
in town. Mrs. Brown called about nine on 


Monday evening, to aſk if there had been 


any meſſages left for her. 

Q. On Saturday night and Sunday night, 
did any body ſleep in the houſe, but you 
and your huſband ? | 

A. No. 

Q. On the Monday night the maid, who 
came in the room of Jane PAYERS, flept in 


the houſe ? 


A. She did. | 

Q. Did any thing happen on Monday 
night? 

A. Ves, that was the time the houſe took 
fire, between twelve and one. | 

Q. How late on the Monday did you ſee 
your miſtreſs ? 

A. About nine o'clock. She was not at 
the houſe the whole day ; ſhe only called at 
the houſe in the chariot about nine o'clock 
in the evening. | 

Q Did you receive any particular orders 
reſpecting the houſe? 

A. She told me to ſend for Margaret 
Harris, if ſhe was not come, that ſhe might 


prepare her room againſt next day. She 
ſaid, 


. 
ſaid, I don't leave the charge of the houſe 
to the cook, but I give you particular 
charge, and Mr. Birkmire---Good night. 


Q. Did you uſe any particular precaution 
with reſpect to fire ? 


A. We did. 


Q. Did you, before you went to bed, ex- 
amine the houſe ? 


A. Yes, all over. 

Q. Did you go into the kitchen ? 

A. Yes, the laſt place we were in. 
Q. Did you ſearch the kitchen? 

A. Yes, we looked into every place. 

Q. Was there any appearance of fire? 

A. None at all---there had been no fire 
in the kitchen there was a fire at eight in 
the morning, to boil our tea-kettle- I went 
up about nine and put the fire out, and took 
ſome water to ſlack the fire, that there 
ſhould be none at all, after I had break- 
faſted. 

Q. What time did you go to bed on 
Monday night ? 

A. About half paſt eleven. 


Q. Which went to bed firſt, e 


Harris or you? 

A. We ſlept in the 1 ſhe ſlept in 
Mr. Brown's room---we all went up toge- 
| ther 


_— 
— 


r _ 2 — e< E Py — > r= 
— 4 — — — 


— — ——ů— 


— S I OE IT —ů — 
rr — 


— — * 
— 2 © = . — — 
6 — Pr 2 


— , " a - 
— 


— 


r I 2 


— - — 


— — mage 


( 72 ) 

cher Mr. Birkmire and 1 got into bed im- 
mediately. 

Q. In looking about the houſe to fon this 
all was fafe, did you examine the doors ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Were they faſt ? 

A. They were---I went up to the private 
door of the houſe myſelf. 

Q. The other door ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was that faſt? 

A. Yes; it never had been opened, that 
I know of, after Saturday. 

Q. How was it faſtened ? 5 

A. It was bolted top and nen locked, 


and the chain acroſs. 


Q. Are you ſure, when you went up to 
bed, that door was ſo faſtened ? 

A. I am ſure of it, for I was the laſt that 
was there. 

Q. How ſoon was you called on Mon- 
day night, after you had gone to bed ? 

A. Between twelve and one; I cannot 
ſpecify the time, I was fo frightened---Mar- 
garet Harris came and ſaid, The room is all 
* of a ſmoke! the houſe is on fire!” 

Q. Was your huſband awake or ailcep 


then ? 
A. Aſlecp--= 


FW 3 


A. Aſleep---I waked him---I ſaid, 4 O0 
my God! the houſe is on fire l“ We 
got up. 

Q. Which way did you attempt t to come 
down ſtairs? 

A. By the ſtairs to the private door---we 
could not get down that way, the ſmoke 
was ſo great; we went round to come down 
by N' 29, that was the warchouſe.---Mr. 
Birkmire carried me down three pair of 
ſtairs. 

Q. What did you do then ? 
A. We opened the door, and called out 


Fire! and the firſt people that came in were 


Mr. William Brown and two gentlemen: 
he aſked me, when he came in, Where is the 
cook ?---I ſaid, Sir, you know ſhe left on Sa- 
turday---he ſaid, By God, this has been done 
on purpoſe. 


Q. What did you do with yourſelf, ſy | 


or go away? 

A. I went away---my huſband attempt- 
ed to clear the things ways if he could fave 
any thing. 


Q. Did your huſband meet with any acci- | 


dent? 
A. Yes, he got a cut in his leg, RE was 
confined for ten weeks, or upwards. 


14 Q Had 


— 
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Q. Had your huſband any property in 
this houſe ? 

A. Yes, a good deal of furniture, and a 
good many cloathss. 

Q. What do you believe, ſpeaking fairly 
upon your oath, to be the worth of the pro- 
perty you had in the houſe ? 

A. I ſhould ſuppoſe a hundred pounds 
or upwards. 

Q. Was that inſured ? 

A. It was not. After the attempt on 
Friday night, Mr. Birkmire defired me to 
make out an account of what we had got, 
and he would inſure it, 

Q. Was it inſured ? 
A. It was not. 

Q. Was it faved? 

A. It was. 

Mr. Serjeant Le Blanc. ---Your property 
was ſaved ? 

A. Not my property, that was burnt; the 
liſt was faved. 

Q. Where were your goods ? 

A. In the warehouſe. 

Q. What did you make the catalogue 
for ? 

A. On purpole to 1 after the alarm 


on r . 
Q. How 


( 94 ) 


Q. How ſoon, after the fire had really 
_—_— did you ſee your maſter ? 

. I have never ſeen him fince to ſpeak to 
15 

Q. Were you at any time afterwards up- 
on the ruins of the fire? 

A. Ves, on the Thurſday after. 

Q. Did you ſee your maſter then? 

A. Yes, he was in the counting-houſe 
with ſome gentlemen. 

Q. Did you hear any converſation paſs 
between him and any bee elſe at that 
time? 

A. Ves, hs ſaid he thought it a very ex- 
traordinary attempt on the Friday; that he 
had made a rough copy, which he intended 
to have put in the paper, 

Q. Do you recolle& what was the ſub- 
ject of their converſation with Mr. Brown 
at that time--What had they been faying 
to _ 3 

A. They thought it very extraordinary, 
9 ſaid, that he had not examined any of 
the ſervants on the Saturday night. 

Q. And then he ſaid, he had meant to ad- 
vertiſe it?; 

A. He had mentioned it to ſome friends, 
and had made a rough copy on the Sunday, 

L 2 ta 
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to advertiſe it in the papers---they ſaid, they 
thought it an extraordinary circumſtance 
that he ſhould put it in the papers to adver- 
tiſe, when he did not take up his own ſer- 
vants, to examine them firſt, 

Mr. Garrow.---Before we hear the opi- 
nions of thoſe gentlemen, let us know who 
they are---it 1 9 be Griffin. 


ANN BIK MIR, 


Croſs- examined by Mr. Serjeant Le 
Blanc. 


Q. On the Friday night you went to bed 
about ten ? 

A. Yes. | 

Q. Your huſband went to bed firſt? 

A. Yes, 

Q. Did Jane Stevens go to bed after 
you ? 

A. We went up ſtairs together. 

Q. As you went up, you had a good deal 
of converſation ? 

A. Not with her, only wiſhing her a good 
night; and ſhe deſired TI would not make 
the door, 

Q. She deſired you would leave the door 
open ; that ſhe was frightened ? 
r 


Q. She 


1 

Q. She deſired you to leave your door 
open; the ſaid ſhe ſhould be afraid ? 

A. Yes. | 
Q. Did any thing more paſs between 
you? 

A. No. 

Q. Were you gone to bed? 

A. I was juſt going into bed when ſhe 
gave the alarm, I was not in bed. 

Q. She firſt came up to your door, did 
ſhe? | 

A. Yes. 

Q. What was the firſt <p you heard 
her ſay? 

A. Mrs. Birkmire !---O my God !--- 
The villain, my maſter l- Come down 
into the nurſery !” 

Q. That was before ſhe came into the 
room ? 

A. As J opened the door. 

Q. She continued ſaying this for a good 
| os 

A. She kept ſaying, O the raſcal, my 
8 er O the villain, my maſter! Is this 
« the good kind of man!” 

Q. She firſt alarmed you by it, and kept 

faying it all the way down ſtairs ? 


A. Yea, 
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A. Yes, and withing ſhe had left the 
houſe. 

Before ſhe came into it? 

A. Not before ſhe came into it, that was 
impoſſible. 

Q. She kept repeating that again and 
again? 

A. Ves. 

Q. That you have a perfect recollection 
of ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. As ſoon as you came down ſtairs, you 
went into the nurſery ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Who went in firſt? ? 

A. We all went in together. 

Q. She immediately ſaid, Look there!“ 
and you directly ran and put the candle 
out ? 

A; Yes. 

Q. What did you put it out with? 

A. By nipping it out with my fingers. 

Q. After that, did you continue long in 
this room and cloſet ? 

„ . To lock -to oe what things were 
there. 


8 How * n you continue there: 
A. We 
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A. We might be ten minutes there. 

Q. Did you come into it again? 

A. In the courſe of the night we did. 

Q. Two or three times, perhaps ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You went up ſtairs into your room ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. All three of you ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you all three go to bed? 

A. None of us went to bed. 

Q. You all three fat up in your room 
the whole night, and going about the 
houſe ? 


A. Yes, the remainder of the night, after 
we had been called. 


Q. You were never apart, but continued 
ſitting up in the bedchamber, and walking 
about, the whole of the night ? 

A. Yes, one or other of us were. 

Q. You faid, the night before you ſaw 
your huſband, after he came home from his 
work, about ſeven o'clock ? 

A. I think it was thereabouts. 

Q. You know, when Mr. Brown had 
ſeen him, he thought him in liquor, and 
told him ſo ? 


JC 
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A. So my huſband told me. 

Q. You ſay that, in fact, he was not in 
liquor? RE 

A. He was not. 

Q. But he told you, Mr. Brown had ac- 
cuſed him of being in liquor? 

ee. 

Q Mrs. Brown called on the EY 
evening ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You did not ſee bor in the whole of 
that day? 

A. No. 
Q. Margaret Harris was to come that 
night? 

A. Ves. 

Q. She had told you, if ſhe did not come 
that night, that you was to ſend for her? 

A. Tes. 

Q. And then ſhe told you particularly to 
take care of the houſe, and that ſhe truſted 
to you and your huſband, who had lived 
there ſome time, rather than the ſervant 

who was coming ? 

A. She gave me the charge particularly. 
. This was nine o'clock on Monday 
evening? 

A. About nine. 


Q. Then 
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Q. Then ſhe went away immediately? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How ſoon after did Margaret Harris 
come ? | 

A. I ſuppoſe it was not ten or twenty 
minutes after that ſhe came. 

Q. How long did you continue up to- 
gether that night? 

A. Till about half paſt eleven. 

Q. All three together ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was any other perſon with you ? 
A. John Harvey, the porter.---Mr. Birk- 
mire went out after Margaret Harris came; 
he ſaid he would go out and have a pint 
of beer, as I had got company along with 
me. 

Q. What time did he go out? 

A. About ten o'clock. 
Q. How long did he ſtay out? 

A. Not an hour. 

Q. He came in at eleven ? 

A. I don't think it was eleven. 

Q. You ſupped together there? 

A. There was a bit of bread and butter 
Margaret Harris had. I ate nothing. 

Q. Of courſe you drank nothing? 

A. There was a pot of beer, 

M Q. Then 
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Q. Then you went to bed? 
A. Yes. Mr. Birkmire was not with us 
when we had the pot of beer. 

Q. He came home after the porter was 
gone? 

A. Yes. 

Q. After fitting half an hour, you three 
went up to bed? 

A. Yes. 

Q. At that time you are confident all the 
doors. were faſt ? 

A. I am very confident. 

Q. When did you and your huſband firſt 


| look to ſee whether the door was faſt, that 
Monday ? 


A. Before we went te bed we always 
looked. 


Q. You fay, you and your huſband looked 
to ſee whether the door was faſt that night 
before you went to bed ? 

A. Yes, I went up to the door myſelf. 

Q. At what time did you Examine the 
door? 

A. At half paſt eleven. 

Q. That was the only time? 

A. Ves. 


Q. At that time you faw all was faſt 4 
A. Yes. 


MARGARET 


C7 
MARGARET HARRIS (Sworn.) 
Examined by Mr. Serjeant Lawrence. 


Q. Did you at any time go into the ſer- 
vice of Mr. Brown, of St. Paul's Church- 
yard? 

A. Yes. 

Q. When were you firſt in his ſervice ? 
A. The 12th of January laſt, 

Q. You had quitted his ſervice, at what 
time did you return into it ? 

A. I had quitted his ſervice five weekz 
before the fire. 

Q. When did you return into it ? 

A. I returned the 1 3th of July, at nine in 
the evening. 

Q. Who was in the houſe, beſides your- 
ſelf, on the 13th of July? 

A. When Grſt I came, there was the 
porter there, and Mr. and Mrs, Birkmire. 

Q. Did the porter go home, and leave 
you three there ? 

A. Yes, he did, at half after ten, 

Q. At what time did you and Mr. and 
Mrs. Birkmire go to bed ? 

A. To the beſt of my knowledge, be- 
tween eleven and twelve it ſtruck. gurke 


as I laid down. 
M 2 Q. Before 
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Q. Before you went to bed, did you 
ſearch the houſe to ſee if all was fafe ? 
A. Mr. Birkmire ſearched the warehouſe 
with the porter---the porter went away--- 
then I, and Mr. and Mrs. Birkmire, ſearch- 
ed through the private houle ? 

Q. Before you went to bed, did you 


ſearch in the kitchen, to ſee if there was any 
2 K there? 


. I did. | 
8 Was there any appearance of my fire 


bs 4 


There was not, nor no fire in the 

34 

Q. Did you axcienine every cupboard ? 

A. I looked into every cupboard but one, 
in which the ſpoons were kept. There was 
a large heap of matches in the cupboard 
which we kept our things in; I turned 
them over, there was nothing under them 
---T was ſurpriſed to ſee ſo many matches. 

Q. Having ſatisfied yourſelf there was 
no danger of fire in the kitchen, you went 
up ſtairs to bed ? 

A. We went up and ſearched the nur- 


ſery, where the attempt had been on the 
Friday, 


Q. You 
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Q. You were fatisfied there was no 
danger? 

A. I was.---Mr. and Mrs. Birkmire ſlept 
in the nurſery; I did not chuſe to lie by 
myſelf, I lay in my maſter's bed, in the room 
which adjoins the nurſery. 

Q. How long had you been wy before 


you awaked again ? 


A. I was not aſleep at all: I EW be 
in a doze, but not in a ſound ſleep. 


Q. How long was it before you was 
waked ? 

A. Not more than half an hour, I think, 

to the beſt of my memory. 

Q. What was it waked you ? 

A. I fancied I ſmelt a ſmoke; I hui 
round in bed; I thought it was fancy; I 
turned round again, and never got out of 
bed, till I heard the new deals Bunt 5 
then I got out of bed. When you put new 
deal in the fire it ſmacks---I heard ſuch a 
noiſe---I got up immediately, and called 
Mr. and Mrs. Birkmire, who were faſt 
aſleep in the adjoining room. I tried firſt 
to open the door that was in the paſſage, 
but in my hurry I could not lift up the 
night bolt; I had flipped it down, for I 
never ſleep without faſtening my door.--- 
I awaked 
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I awaked them.---Mr, Birkmire attempted 
to go down the private houſe ; but his wife 
followed and catched him back again, upon 
which, I believe, his foot ſlipped---ſhe 
{creeched violently when he went down 
there; ſhe thought he was going in the 
flames, 

Q. Youattempted to go down the private 
ſtairs? 

A. No, I went to the other ſtairs. 

Q. Did you perceive where the fire 
came from? 

A. The ſmoke was ſtrong up the ſtairs, 
and the fire was under us. | 

Q. What room was under you ? 

A. The kitchen.--- The ſmoke was ſtron- 
ger on the ſtairs than in the nurſery---and 
ſtronger in the nurſery than in my maſter's 
room. 

Q. The nurſery is immediately over the 
kitchen ? ; | 

A. Yes. 

Q. Mr. Birkmire came up, and then 
got down the warehouſe ſtairs ? 

A. Yes; the door was ſhut, and Mrs. 
Birkmire was behind him, ſhe cried out, 
and Mr. Birkmire turned round and catched 
up his wife. I ſaid if they did not follow 1 
would not ſtay any longer.---Mr. and Mrs. 

Birkmire 
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Birkmire unchained the warehouſe door--- 
they could not ſpeak---I cried out Fire. 

Q. You had none of you time to ſave any 
thing? 

A. I had ſome of my things about my 
arm, and my under petticoat on; they had 
nothing but their ſhirt and ſhift. 

Q. When you went up to bed, you 
ſearched the kitchen, and was ſatisfied there 
was no danger there ? 

A. I was fatisfied there was not, not that. 
I could ſee. 


 MarGaRET HARRIs, 
_ Crofs-examined by Mr. Baldwn. 
Q. Where do you live now ? 
A. At Bridport in Dorſetſhire. 
Q. Are you of that country? 
A. I am not. 
Q. How came you to go to Bridport--- 
how came you to hear of that place ? 
A. I enquired after it, and a gentleman 
was kind enough to recommend me there, 
Q. Who is that gentleman ? 
A. Mr. Walker, 
Q. Where does he live ? 
A. N* 1, Labour-in-vain Hill: it 3s 
with his brother---I loſt a place before on 
account of this affair. 


I Q. Who 
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Q. Who applied to you, to come this 
night to Mr. Brown's ? 

A. Mrs. Brown had ſent two of three 
meſſages for me, and I would not go with- 
out going to Cheapſide for an order from 
Mr. Brown's mother. 

Q. Of the night you did go, did you ſee 
Mrs. Brown that day ? 

A. I did not fee Mrs. James Brown, but 
I faw her mother---ſhe told me to be very 
careful, and to take care of the houſe---that 
was the charge my miſtreſs always gave me, 
whenever the left the houſe. 

Q. You fay you went there about nino 
o'clock---at what time in that evening was 
it that the porter went out for beer ? 

A. It was when we eat a mouthful of 
bread and butter; he fetched a pot of beer, 
and, I believe, drank the beſt part of it ? 

Q. What time might that be? 

A. Between nine and ten, I believe---he 
went out to fetch bread and butter before 
we could eat. 

Q. That was after nine o'clock when he 
went out to fetch ſomething to eat ? 

A. Ves. a 

Q. How ſoon after that did he go to fetch 


yau ſomething to drink ? 
: | A. He 
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A. He brought all together. 

Q. At what time did Mr. * g⁰ 
out? 

A. Directly as I went i in, to o the beſt of 
my knowledge. DL 

Q. How long might he 3 >, 7 

A. To a quarter or half after ten, I be- 


lieve :---it was gone ten, to the beſt of my 
knowledge. 


Q. He ſtaid about an hour? 

A. Yes. 

Q. When you went up ſtairs, Heer you 
had perceived this fire, you went to Mr. 
and Mrs. Birkmire's room? 

A. I flept cloſe to their room. 
Q. You awaked them ? 

A. They were both faſt aſleep. 

Q. You had ſome difficulty to awake 
them ? 

A. I ſhook one of them. 

Q. Was it Mr. or Mrs. Birkmire, think 
_ 


A. Them that ſlept next me; I cannot 
tell which : my fright was ſo great, I did 
not look which it was; but ſhe anſwered 
me firſt, 
Q. Do you remember Mr. Birkmire fall- 
ws down ſtairs, as he went down? 
| N A. His 
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A. His foot flipped ; | Mrs. Birkmire 
catched at him, and deſired him not to 80 
that way. 

Q. Which way did you go down? 

A. Up ſtairs, through the garret and the 
ware-room, and the other way, I did not 
go down the private ſtairs at all; I never 
put my foot upon them. 

Q. At what time did you go up ſtairs? 


A. I believe we were up ſtairs before 
twelve. 


Q. How long ew it be before y you got 
to bed?  ' + 

A. They went to bed before me, be- 
_ cauſe I threw the doors to when I went to 
undreſs myſelf: after I had undreſſed my- 
ſelf, and ſaid my prayers, I laid down, 
which might be a quarter of an hour, or 
more. 

Q. Did you hear the clock ſtrike twelve? 

A. I did, before I went to bed. 

Q. Had you ever known Mr, Walker 
_ this fire happened ? | 

I had not, 

Find Has Mr. Walker: any ding to do with 
2 Phenix Office? 
A. 1 believe ſo. I know nothing about 


it, 


„ Q. Fron 
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Q. From the Fury.---Whether Mr. Birk- 
mire is a man accuſtomed to get drunk? 

A. I cannot ſay whether he was or no; 
but he was ſober on the Friday night. 

Mr. Baldwin. Vou was not there on 
Friday night? 

A. Ves, I called on Friday night. 

Court. What time had you been in the 
houſe on Friday night? 

A. A little after nine o'clock. --- Mrs. 
Birkmire was at the door, and ſaid ſhe was 
very ill. 

Mr. Balduin. How long did you ſtay 
there? | 

A. About half an hour. 

Q. You ſaw Mrs. Birkmire at the door, 
and Mr. Birkmire ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. She ſaid ſhe was not well, and invited 
you to come in? 

A. Yes, I went in, and ſtaid from a quar- 
ter to half an hour.---I was at home, and 
in bed, before ten.---I met Mr. Brown be- 
tween Watling Street and his own houſe, as 
I went by. 

Q. Mr. Brown was gone from his own 
houſe, as you went there on the Friday? 
. Tes I met him. 


N 2 Q. Did 


eome from home ? ? 
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Q. Did you ſee Jane Stevens on the Fri- 
ap ? 

A. I did. 

Court.---When was you engaged to £0 


to Mr. Brown's ? 


A. Either on the Tueſday or Wedneſday 


before the Friday---to go back, till my miſ- 


treſs got a ſervant, or I got a place. 
Court.---You had been engaged to go 
there upon Jane Stevens's going away ? 
A. Yes. 


'EpwarD Downing (Sworn.) 


Examined by Mr. Serjeant Cockl-. 


Q. You lived footman with Mr. Brown ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was you his ſervant upon the 11th 
of July. 

A. I was. 

Q. Do you remember coming to town 


with your maſter and miſtreſs on Saturday 
morning, the day after it had been diſco- 
vered that ſome combuſtibles had been laid 


in the houſe ? 
A: I did. 
Q. How did your maſter and miſtreſs 


A. They 
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A. They came from Holloway Down in 

their own chariot? + 

Q Did the chariot ſtop beforb) it reached 
St. Paul's Church Yard ? 

A. Yes, at Richardſon's and Goodlack's 
lottesy-office, the corner of Cornhill;---I 
opened the door, and let Mr. James Brown 
out of the chariot. 

Q. Do you know what became of kim? ? 

A. I do not. I put up the eps) and 
ſhut the door. 

Q. Was the charioe going any ow 
elſe, or immediately to St. Paul's Church 
Yard ? 

A. It had no where elſe to go but to St. 
Paul's Church Yard. 

Q. How long was it, after you got to St. 
Paul's Church Yard, that you ſaw. your 
maſter? | 

A. About five minutes, or rather better. 

Q. Where did he come from? 

A. Out of the nurſery, or out of his own 
room, I cannot tell which. 
Q. So that your maſter got to St. Paul's 
Church Yard before you' ? 

A, X68... 

Q. Had. you made any ſtoppage in the 
way? 

A. No 
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A. No ſtoppage but what is weldeht to 
all carriages that paſs that way. 
Q. Did your maſter ſay any thing to 
ou? 
1 A. Ves; he ſaid, * Edward, will you go 
* up ſtairs, and ſee if you know any thing 
«. ofithzs.:*[ .-] 
Q. Was that his expreſſion? 
A. Yes.---I went up. 
Q. Lou ſaw theſe papers, mais, and 
combuſtibles, that we have heard of ? 
A. I did. 
Q. After you had ſeen them, did you ſee 
your maſter again? 
A. I ſaw him again at a quarter before 
three. 
Q. Did he aſk you any queſtions ? 
A. Not any. 
Q. Not what account you could pive of 
_ this?---Did he ſay nothing at all? 
A. He did not. 
Q. He did not enquire whether you had 
made any obſervations? _ 
A. No, he never mentioned the circum- 
ſtance at all. 
Q. Do you remember where your maſter 


flept on the Monday night following ? 


"BY 
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A. I cannot poſitively ſay that he ſlept at 
all that night. | 


Q. Did he come home ? | 

A. I am informed he came home. 

Q. Did you ſee your maſter at Halloway 
Down on Monday night ? 

A. I did not. 


Q. Did you hear him? 


A. I did not hear him till about three 
o'clock on Tueſday morning. 

Q. Was it your maſter's cuſtom to fleep 
at Holloway Down on Monday nights ? 

A. It was not. | 

Q. Was it his cuſtom to ſleep at home 
on Monday nights ? 

A. It was. 


Q. How long had you lived with him ? 

A. Between fix and ſeven months in the 
whole. 

Q. And, during thoſe ſix or ſeven months, 
am ] to underſtand that it was his cuſtom 
always to ſleep at St. Paul's Church Vard 
on Monday nights? 

A. It was. 

Q. Had you any reaſon to imagine that 
he would 3 at Holloway Down that 
Monday night? 1 
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A. I bad heard the ſervants [ay that he 
would ſleep there. 

Q. Did Mr. Brown direct . to carry 
any meſſage to Mr. Willett's? 
A. Mrs. Brown did. 
Q. Did you carry a meſſage, no matter 
from whom, to Mr. Willett? 
A. I did. | 
Mr. Garrow.---I object to that queſtion. 
-The witneſs has ſaid, that whatever meſ- 


fage he carried, he carried it by direction of 


a perſon whoſe act cannot bind us. 

Mr. Serjeant Cock/e, ---I will bring it 
home.---What was the meſſage ? 

A. Mr. and Mrs. Brown's compliments 
% to Mr. and Mrs. Willett, and will do 


e themſelves the pleaſure of waiting upon 


* 


« them at Richmond, on Tueſday or Wed- 


* neſday next, which will be moſt conve- 
& mient.”--- Mr. Willett delivered the meſ- 
fage back ;---< Mr. Willett's compliments 
* to Mr. and Mrs. Brown, and ſhall be 
« very happy of their ny on Tueſday 
« next.“ 

"00> Was that meſſage 4 to Mrs, 
Brown? 

A. Ves, I delivercs it to Mrs. Brown. 


Q. Was 


EC 9 

Q. Was Mr. Brown there ? 

A. He was not. | 

Q. Do you know that Mr. Brown was 
acquainted with it, from any thing you have 
heard from Mr. Brown ſince ? 

A. I imagined that Mrs. Brown would 
8 the meſlage to him. Mr. and 4. 
Brown have paid the viſit ſince. 


Q. What time did you ſee your maſter 
on Tueſday morning ? 


A. I believe it was about a quarter or ten 
minutes before three o'clock. 


Q. Where did you ſee him ? 
A. Up in the room by my bed-room, at 
Holloway Down? 


EDWARD DowvDiNG, 
Croſs-examined by Mr. Garrow. 
Q. Where did you ſee him at three in 
the morning ? | 
A. At his own houle at Holloway Down. 
Q. Do you think that is an anſwer to 
the queſtion, Where you ſaw him on that 
morning ?---Did you ſce him in the cel- 
"wy 3: | 
A. I did not---in the room adjoining to 
my bed-room., 
Q. Full drefled ? 
| 1 A. He 
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A. He was not. 

Q. Was he naked? 

A. He was not. 

Q. Had he any thing on but his ſhirt ? 

A. I cannot poſitively fay. 

Q. Did not he come to call you up, upon 
his brother's coming in a coach to the 
door ? 

A. He did. 

Q. Would not any body have believed, 
from your anſwer, that he had been ſtand- 
ing there as if he had juſt come home? 

A. I was juſt awaked out of my ſleep- 
I cannot poſitively ſay. 

Q. Your maſter came there to call vou, 
after his door-bell had been rung by his 
brother ? 


A. The door-bell was not W by his 
brother. 

Q. Who was it _ by the coach- 
man ? 

. 

Q. You cannot pleaſe me better than by 
all this---this does not diſappoint me, be- 
cauſe I have ſeen ſome people before upon 
this cauſe. 

A. Nor me neither. 


Q So your maſter came to call you up ? 
A. He 
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A. He did, 

Q. What directions did he give you ? 

A. He ſaid, there was a coach at the gate, 
and ordered me to go down ſtairs, and ſee 
what was wanted, 

Q. Who was in that coach ? 

A. I faw Mr. William Brown, and an- 
other perſon, 

Q. It ſhould ſeem to me, that my learned 
friends, on the other ſide, are very kind 
to Mr, Brown's ſeryants---Peggy has got 
a place? 

A. I have not. 

Q. But my learned friend has proyed you 
quite a viſiting card,---You will get a 3 
place by and by. 

A. I hope I ſhall, 

Q. So your maſter deſired you to go up 


and look at it, and fee if you knew any 


thing about it ? 
A, He did, 
Q He never after called you to any 


council, te take your advice or opinion 
about it? 


A. He did not. 


Q. So your maſter got out of the car- 
riage at the Exchan ge, or thereabouts , that 


day? | 
On A. At 
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A. At the corner of Cornhill. | 

Q. That ſurprized you very much---an 
odd circumſtance, was not it ? 

A. Not odd at all. 

Q. Did not he, upon your - oath, moſt 
times, when he came to London, get out 


there---and, remember, the coachman ig 
here ? 


A. He did, very often. 

Q. We ſhall ſee what theſe points will 
turn out to be preſently, which have been 
cooked up in a corner. --- Now do you 
mean to ſwear, as it has been taken, that 
your maſter univerſally, without exception, 
flept in London upon a Monday night? 

A. I will poſitively. 


Q. That he never, upon a Monday night, 


while you was in his ſervice, ſlept in the 
country ? 


A. I won't ſay Neyer. 

Court. Did he underſtand what you 
meant, when you ſaid znverſelly ? 

Mr. Garrew.---I am a much plainer man 
than I thought you was, from the beginning 
of your evidence.---I will ſpeak as plainly 


as I can.---You underſtand the meaning of 
the word always? 


A. Ves. 


0 


( Tor } 


Q. Do you mean to ſay your maſter al- 
ways, upon every Monday night that you 
was in his ſervice, ſlept at his houſe in 
London ? | 

A. I cannot fay to every one. 

Q. Do you mean to {wear that he never, 


upon any Monday night, flept at his country 
houſe ? 


A. I cannot fay that he did. 

Q. Did he fleep at the houſe at which 
his wife happened to be---did he ſleep 
with his wife ? | 

A. It he came home he did. 

Mr. Serjeant Cock/e.---Was it Mr. Brown's 
common habit to come home upon a Mon- 
day night ? 

A. It was not. 

Q. Did Mrs. Brown generally ſleep, on 
Monday nights, in town, or at Holloway 
Down ? 

A. She ſlept generally, both on Mondays 
and Thurſday nights, at the town houle, 


THOMAS TURNER (Sworn,) 
Examined by Mr. Shepherd. 
Q. I believe you live in Carter Lane, in 
the neighbourhood of St. Paul's Church 
Yard ? 


A. Yes; 
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A. Yes, 

Q. You keep a houſe and ſhop there? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you remember being alarmed by 
any cry of fire, on Monday the 1 3th of July? 

A. I do---about a quarter after twelve 
I went to bed: I had not been abed long 
I was in a doze---I heard a voice or two 
in the court (Black Swan paſſage) ſay there 
was a fire---I got up, I went into the 
court, where there were two men ſtanding--- 
I aſked them where the fire was. 

Q. Did you happen to know thoſe two 
perſons { 

A, No---they ſaid the 155 was at Mr. 
Brown's, in St. Paul's Church Yard---I went 
to the houſe directly. 

Q. Which fide did you go to firſt ? 

A, The private door, the weſt fide. 

Q. Did you ſee any perſons ſtanding about 
in St. Paul's Church Yard? . 

A. There might be one or two---I looked 
into the door at the fire---the door was 
thrown quite back---I ſaw from the door 
that the flames had caught the ſtaircaſe. 

Q. Had they made ſuch a progreſs as to 
have prevented all communication that way 
into the houſe? 1 
A. I am 
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A. Tam certain nobody could have come 
down that ſtaircaſe---the door was quite 
thrown back. 

Q. Did you ſee the warehouſe door ? 

A. I did not particularly look at that. 

Q. Did you ſee any people come out of 
the warehouſe ? 

A. No, I did not fee the door open; if 
the door had been open, there would have 
been a reflection from the fire into the 
ſtreet, the ſame as there was from the pri- 
vate door.---I went immediately to Mr. 
Elliott's, the china-thop next door, and 
alarmed them: I faw a light coming down, 
and then I came back to Mr. Brown's. 


Q. Did you fee the ſervants come out of 
Mr. Brown's houſe ? 


A. I did not ſee a ſou] come out. 

Q. When you came back from Mr. 
Elliott's, did you ſee any ous about the 
door ? 

A. There might be one or two, but who 
they were I did not know. One faid it was 
a fire, the other ſaid it was not: one ſaid, 
Damn you, it is a fire; the other ſaid it was 
not---theſe were the two men in the court 


who ſaid that. 3 
Qi. Did 
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Q. Did you obſerve whether tlie fire 
burnt from up ſtairs or downwards? 

A. It ſeemed to aſcend, it was getting up 
ſtairs---I ſaw no fire above the paſlage and 
ſtaircaſe, 


THOMAS TURNER, 
Croſs- examined by Mr. Serjeant Adair. 
Q. Can you form any near judgment 
about what time it was? 

A. I went to bed a quarter paſt twelve 
I fell into a doze, and I heard theſe people 
talking. | | 

Q. It was at leaſt half paſt twelve? 

A. Or a little better, for what I know, 
I cannot fix the time exactly. 

Q. The door was wide open when you 
ſaw it ? 

A. Quite wide open. 

Q You ſaw then the fire upon the ſtair- 
cale ? 

A. Upon the paſſage w_ the ſtaircaſe. 

Q. The fire ſeemed to you to aſcend from 
the farther end of the paſſage ee ? 
IF 24 {7 

Q. And you ſaw no fire higher than the 
landing of that ſtaircaſe? 

. I could not ſce the landing of that 


ſtaircaſe; 
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ſtaircaſe; the flames reached from the flobr- 
ing to the cieling of the paſſage, and part of 
the ſtaircaſe; I could not ſee higher than 
that. | 

Q. You went round, I think you ſay, to 
the back part ? 

A. I went firſt to Mr: Elliott's front 
door, which is next door to it; then I went 
to the back part. 

Q. What did you ſee at the back part? 

A. I knocked at the door, and ſaw ſome- 
thing of a light coming down ſtairs at Mr. 
Elliott's. I then left that door, and then 
ran round to Mr. Elliott's again: I ſup- 
poſed it was Mr. Elliott coming down 
ſtairs. 


Q. Did you ſee any vary in the court at 
that time ? 


A. I don't remember RET a perſon 
there. | 

Q: Is there not a public-houſe juſt op- 
poſite the back of Mr. Elliott's houſe ? 

A. Yes, the King's Head. 

Q. Was that public-houſe open, or ſhut 
up? 

A. It was not open, as I recollect. | 

Q. ls it a late houſe, or one uſually ſhut 
up early? 

P A. I 
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A. I don't know; I was never in the 
houſe but once in my life; it is ſome diſ- 
tance from me. | 
Mr. Shepherd. -—Klng' 5 Head Court is 
not the place where you heard this conver. 
fation between the two men? 
A. No, Black Swan Paſlage. 


— ELLIOTT (Sworn.) 
Examined by Mr. Serjeant Lawrence. 


Q. You, I believe, live in St. Paul's 
Church Yard, next door to the plaintiff, Mr. 
Brown's ? 

A. I do. 

Q. You keep a china-ſhop there ? 

A. I do. 

Q. Is there belonging to your houſe, and 
behind Mr. Brown's houſe, any area? 

A. Yes---there is a little bit of a ware- 
room, a kind of a ſhed, behind Mr. Brown's 
dwelling-houſe. | 

Q. Does that come cloſe up to Mr. 
Brown's dwelling-houlſe ? 

A. It does, within three or four foot of 
his dwelling-houſe, I believe. 

Q. What windows of his dwelling-houſe 


are there that open into that area ? 
A. I 
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A. I fancy, his ſhop-window, as well as 
his kitchen-window, opens into it. 
Q. Is that upon the ground floor ? 
A. It is. 
Q. Into this ſmall area, then, that part of 
the houſe looks, and there is a window upon 


the ground floor of the ſhop opening into 
that area ? 


A. 'There is. 


Q. The area belongs to you; Mr. Brown 
had no door into that area ? 


A. No. 

Q. You have a door into it? 

A. Les. 

Q. There is a ſmall ſhed in the yard, be- 
longing to you? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Does any part of that abutt upon the 
Court called King's Head Court? 

A. Tes. 5 

Q. What height is the top of that ſmall 
room from the pavement of the Court ? 

A. I cannot tell; 1 never meaſured it. 

Q. Do you know whether Mr. Brown, 
at any time, has made any obſervation re- 


ſpecting that court, and this houſe of 
yours ? 


P 2 A. Mr. 


( 108 ) 


A. Mr. Brown, ſome time back, (it may 
be two or three years ago, I cannot take up- 
on me to ſay) and I, were talking upon the 
buſineſs of having a kind of railing, or 
ſomething put up, for fear any body ſhould 
get over there into the area; he wiſhed a 
thing of the kind might be put up to pre- 
vent them, becauſe of his being ſo much in 
the country, and his dwelling-houſe left fo 
much without any body, only one ſervant, 
or a ſhopman, or ſome ſuch thing---he 
wiſhed this place might be made ſecure. 

Q. Over which people might eaſily get 
into the area? 

A. It is not ſo eaſy, 

Q. It did occur to Mr. Brown, ſome 
three years ago, that this houſe was not ſafe, 
becauſe people might get in that way ? 

A. It did. 

Q. And he propoſed there ſhould be ſome 
railing fixed there ? 

A. He did. 

Q. Upon the morning after the fire, did 
you obſerve any ſteps in the area, that we 
have been ſpeaking of, behind Mr. Brown's 
houſe ? ; 

A. I don't know that I did: there were 
* a pair 


OG 
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a pair of ſteps ſtood; ſomebody applied ta 
me, to know if they were mine, I think. 

Q. When did you ſee them ? 

A. It might be a day or two after. D 

Q. Where did you ſee them ? 

A. In the little paſſage that parted Mr. 
Brown's houſe and mine, of about three or 
four foot, as I ſaid before. 

Q. Againſt what were they leaning ? 

A. Againſt Mr. Brown's window, if I re- 
collect right. 

Q. Are you accurate as to the time, how 
long after the fire they were there ? 

A. I don't know that I ever ſaw them 
there, till the inhabitants themſelves met 
in Mr. Brown's room; for a rumour had 
gone abroad that this Boule had not been 
burnt by accident, but ſet on fire. 

Q. You did not ſee them till that time ? 

A. No. 

Q. Can you recollect how long after the 
fire that was? 

A. I cannot there is a paper on which 
it is ſet down. 

Q. Were thoſe * in point of fact, 


Ou: ? 
A. They were not. 


— ELLIOTT, 
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— ELLIO T T, 
Croſs-examined by Mr. Serpent Bond. 


Q. I am glad to ſee you here, becauſe you 
are an honeſt and reſpectable man ? 

A. I will ſpeak what is right. 
Q. I believe you have lived many years 

next door to Mr. Brown and his father ? 

A. Tes. 

Q. You have known him for many 
years ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. He was born in the houſe, and ſuc- 
cceded his father? 

A. I have heard ſo, 

Q. What ſort of man is he ? 

A. A man that always bore a good cha- 
racter- We never had any ill-will or enmity 
---we never had a word. 

Q. He is a perſon who bears a ol cha- 
racter? 

A. Ves; and if his bill had been . 
ed to me, I ſhould have thought I had done 
well, if I had had money by me, to have 
diſcounted his bill for three or four hundred 


pounds. 
Q. Have you any idea of thoſe ſteps be- 
ing put there by him ? 
A. You 


0-40 3 
A. You aſk ſuch a queſtion as I cannot 
anſwer. 

Q. I believe Mr. Brown attended this 
enquiry ? 

A. He did. 

Q. Did he not do every thing in his 
power to aſſiſt in inveſtigating the matter? 

A. Mr. Brown was there: I put this 
queſtion to him: “ Mr. Brown, what do 
“you think of this affair; do you think 
« the houſe has not been wilfully ſet on 
« fire?” ---© do, ſays Mr. Brown. 


Mr. Serjeant Lawrence.---Is what Mr. 
Brown fays, evidence for him ? 


Mr. Serjeant Bond.---When had you this 


converſation with Mr. Brown about the 
railing ? 

Court.---There is nothing about the 
ſteps that bears upon the caſe at all. 


William HAwKiNns (Sworn.) 


Examined by Mr. Serjeant Cockle. 


Q. Do you remember the fire at Mr. 
Brown's? 

A. es. 

Q. At what time did you ſee it? 

A. At one eclock on the 14th of July. 


Q. In 
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Q. In what ſtate was it at that time? 
A. Very light in the air---it might be 
ſeen ten miles off, I dare ſay. K 
Q. Where did you firſt ſee it? 
A. At Horſelydown. 
Q. How far is that? 

A. A mile and a quarter; 

Q. Did you go to St. Paul's Church 
Yard? 

A: Yes, as faſt as I conld get there. 

Q. What particular obſervation did yor 
make, as to the ſtate of the fire ? 

A. The dwelling-houſe was then almoſt 
down; the lower flooring but one was 
falling when I got there. 

Q, Did you make any other obſerva- 
tion ? 

A. No farther than lending a 8 to get 
the goods out as faſt as I could. 

Q. Did you ſee the area? 

A. Yes, the next day morning. 

Q. Did you obſerve any his there ? 

A. Yes, I ſaw a ſtep-ladder there. 

Q. What height was it ? 

A, I believe there were five ſteps in it? 

Q. How was it placed? 

A. Againſt the wall, the top of it againſt 
Mr. Brown's houle. | 


Q. What 


( #3 ) 
Q. What was it near to? 
A. To the kitchen window. 
Q. Did you obſerve any thing in the 


kitchen window ? 
A. No, it was burnt. 
Q. You mean the warehouſe window 


Did you obſerve any thing of the glaſs, or 


the ſaſh ? 


A. I faw a ſaſh there, that the lines ſeem- | 


ed to be cut. 


Q. You remarked that at that time ? 
A. I did. 


Mr. Baldwm.---That was the webs after 
the fire ? 


A. It was the 15th. 


WILLIAu HAwKiNs, 
_ Croſs-examined by Mr. Serjeant Adair. 


Q. When was it that you ſaw theſe 


_ ? 
. The 15th day of the month. 

wo] You think they were leaning to the 
ruins of Mr. Brown's houſe ? 

A. They were in the area, leaning to the 
houſe, to the beſt of my knowledge, 

Q. Was the houſe in ſuch a ſtate that 
you could judge of the window.---I think 
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you fay the window EY to have been 


cut ? 

A. The on line appeared to have 
been cut. 

Q. Were the ſteps in ſuch a bination, 
when you ſaw them, that a perſon might 
have got into that window by means of 
thoſe ſteps ? 

A. I think they might. 

Q. A perſon, then, upon theſe ſteps, the 
window line being cut, would have had 
no difficulty of getting into that win- 
dow ? 

A. I might have got into the window I 
faw in the lower part of the houſe without 
thoſe ſteps. 

Q. The ſteps would have MT FEY it 
perfectly eaſy to get into the lower part? 

A. Yes, or the window above. 

Q. Of which of the windows was it that 
the line was cut ? 

A. It appeared to me to be the lower 
window. 

Q. Then, if any perſon had got over there, 
there was no difficulty in getting in at chat 
lower window ? 


A. None at all, 
Tie 


Enz © 


© Q The ſteps appeared to have been the 
means by which ſome perſon had probably 
got there ? 

A. Yes ? 1 

O. You have been accuſtomed to theſe 
things, as a fireman---From the obſervations 
you made on that, at the time, did that 
appear to you to be the probable way in 
which any body might have got into the 
houſe ? 

A. I think any body might have got- 
eaſtly into the houſe over that area. 

Q. Then, from your obſervations taken 
at the time, joined with your own ex- 
perience, did that appear the robert way 
they got in at the houſe? | 

4 I ſhould think any body might have 
got there---I think I could have got over 
myſelf without thoſe ſteps. | 

Mr. Serjeant Cocꝶle. Would thoſe ſteps 
enable the perſon to go down into the area 
with greater eaſe ? 

A. Yes, they might have got there 
caſter with thoſe ſteps than without them. 

Mr. Serjeant Adair.---It would render 
it more eaſy to get over the ſhed too ? 

A. Yes, out of King's Head Alley. _ 

* So that, upon the whole, with the 

Q 2 aſſi ſtance 
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aſſiſtance of theſe ſteps, your opinion is, 
that there would be no great difficulty in 
getting over there? 

A. Not the leaſt in the world---I could 
have got over there without them. 

Jury.---Whether it was not as probable 
that thoſe ſteps were put there with a view 
to help ſomebody out of the houſe when 
the fire was? 

A. There was too much fire there for any 
body to be got out. 
One of the Jury. Mr. Hawkins fays, 
that the paſſage where theſe ſteps were 
found, the day after the fire, was a paſſage 
that led through into the ſtreet of St. Paul's 
Church Yard, not above three or four feet 
wide---in the confuſion of the fire people 

might have run through this narrow paſ- 

fage. 
Mir. Serjeant Lawrence.---It is a mere 


private area, that nobody had any buſineſs 
in but Mr. Elliott. 


Joun Levins (Sworn.) 


Examined by Mr. Shepherd. 


Q. You are a watch-maker ? 
A. Yes. 
Q Do you remember the fire happen- 
ing 
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ing in St. Paul's Church Yard, at Mr. 
Browyn's. 

A. I do---I was ſtanding in the ſtreet 
talking to a neighbour of mine, I ſuppoſe 
about forty minutes after twelve o'clock, a 
man called out, © Fire!” I faid, Where?“ 
he ſaid, © in St. Paul's Church Yard.” T 
live in Shoemaker Row, Black Friars, 
within a furlong of where the fire hap- 
pened.---I went into St. Paul's Church 
Yards: 

Q. Did you look into Mr. Brown's 
houſe ? 

A. I went in. 


Q. Did you obſerve, from the appear- 
ance of the fire, where it had begun? 

A. Apparently to me, it began ſome- 
where up ſtairs; for I went into the room 
on the right hand fide on the ground floor, 
the fire was then falling down from ſome 
upper part of the houſe. 

Q. So it appeared to you to have begun 
ſomewhere above the ground floor ? 

A. It certainly did. 

Q. The under part of the houſe was not 
on fire at that time ? 


A. Not that part. 


Joun - 
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Jond Levins, 
Croſs-examined by Mr. Serjeant Le 
Blanc. 

Q. Are you ſpeaking of the ſhop, or 
warehouſe ? 

A. Yes, I ſuppoſe that is called the ware- 
houſe; I went in at the great door. 

Mr. Shepherd.---You turned to the room 
on the right hand when you went in ? 

dv II8 

Q. There is nothing but warehouſe on 
the ground floor, except the paſſage to the 
private houſe ? 


A. I have not remarked that, but I be- 
lieve ſo. 


Mr. Serjeant Le Blanc. vou came from 
the weſt ? 
A. I came through Black Swan Paſlage. 
Mr. SHepherd. Though you came from 
the weſt, yet did you go in at the private 
door, or the warehouſe-door ? | 
A. I went in at the warehouſe-door ; I 
ſaw the private door afterwards, but I don't 
think it was open then---I am not: fure, I 
cannot recollect whether it was open or 
not. 


Mr. Serjeant Adair.---You v was going to 
look for the fire ? 


A. Yes. 


t my ) 

. | | 
Qt. Then would not you have looked in 
the firſt door you ſaw open? 

A. Poſſibly I might, but I faw that door 


open, and in I went with my friend, Mr. 
Spurrier. 


Jon Hoeee, (Sworn.) 


Examined by Mr. Ruſſell. 
Q. I believe you was, in July laſt, 
churchwarden of the pariſh in which Mr. 
Brown's houſe ſtood? 
A. Yes. 


Q. Did you, at any time, attend before 


the magiſtrate, upon an examination into 


this buſineſs ? 
A. I did. | 
Q. How came you to attend there? 


A. There was a requiſition made to me. 


Mr. Baldwm.---Was that in writing ? 
A. It was. | 

Mr. Baldwin.---Then ſay no more about 
it. 

Mr. Rufſell.---We have it here. At the 
requeſt of the inhabitants you attended be- 
fore the magiſtrate? 

A. The requiſition was made in Mr. 
Brown's houſe, and in his preſence. 
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A. I think it was on the Thurſday after 
the fire. The neighbours were aſſembled to- 
gether, I ſuppoſe to the amount of eight, 
ten, or a dozen of us, in the houſe, and we 
thought it very neceflary---the gentlemen 


did 

Mr. Baldwin. Tell us what you did, not 
what you thought. 

Mr. Ryſell.---Did you expreſs thoſe ſen- 
timents before Mr. Brown? 

A. Certainly we did. 

Mr. Rufſell.---Then you may tell it. 
A. Every thing was done in the preſence 
of Mr. Brown, that I was going to relats. 
The gentlemen thought it was proper that 
there ſhould be an enquiry made how the 
fire happened, as Mr. Brown himſelf de- 
clared, at that time, that he believed it to 
have been wiltully ſet on fire. The requi- 
fition was made to me : Mr. Brown had that 
paper in his hand, before ever it was ſigned 
by any one of the inhabitants. I aſked him 
whether he approved of that : he immedi- 
ately ſaid, he did; and I know he would 
have ſigned that paper, had he been aſked. 
Q. Did you, in conſequence of it, attend 
before the magiſtrate ? 


A. I 


1 

A. I did. 

Q. What did Mr. Brown ſay there? 

Mr. Serjeant Adair.---Was the exami- 
nation taken down in writing ? 

A. I believe it was not, the firſt time. 
Mr. Ruuſſell.— What account did Mr. 
Brown give of himſelf, of the Monday 
night (when the fire happened) before the 
magiſtrate ? 

A. I never thought to be called in queſ- 
tion, and did not take a minute account of 
it. 

Q. Where did he * he had been that 
night ? 

A. That he had been up at Highgate, to 
the beſt of my recollection. He ſaid, that 
he came from Highgate, in company with 
two gentlemen, to Iflington. 

Q. Did he wy at what time he left Iſ- 
E y | 
] am entirely at a loſs for that; I can- 
not goth dn it. 

Q. Did he deſcribe by what route he 
went home ? | 

A. Yes, he ſaid he was ſet down at Iſ- 
lington; from thence he proceeded down 

the City Road; to the beſt of my recolloc- 
tion, from thence to Cripplegate. 
R Q. What 
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Q. What diſtance is Cripplegate from St. 
Paul's Church Yard ? 

A. About five minutes walk. 

Q. I believe, in a direct line, it is not 
more than three hundred yards ? 

A. I ſuppoſe fix hundred yards.---That 
he went along London Wall, down Houndſ- 
ditch, then along Whitechapel, to Hollo- 
way Down. 

Q. Did he mention the time at which 
he was at any one place in this route ? 

A. I think I can recolle& that he faid he 
got home at two o'clock, or thereabouts : 
I think he ſaid, he looked up at the dial. 

Jury. He walked ? 

A. Les. 

Q. Did he ſay who let him in? 

A. The coachman. 

Q. And you don't recolle& any period 
of time, at which he was at any of the 
intervening places between Iſlington and 
home ? 

A. I think he faid, on the ſecond day, — 

Q. On the e day? 

A. I cannot pretend to fay the time he 

mentioned, only from one circumſtance--- | 
that afterwards a reply was made by one of 
the gentlemen, © Why, Sir, if you was com- 
ing 
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ing down. the City Road at that time, you 
« muſt ſee the fire.” 


Q. What anſwer did he make to that ? 

A. I don't recollect. 

Q. Did he ſay that he did, or did not, 
ſee the fire ? 

A. That he did not ſee it, 


Q. Did he give any reaſon why he could 


not ſee it? 
A. I think he ſaid his back was towards 

it. WH 

Mr. Beldwin.---Mr. Brown met you and 

the reſt of the neighbours : he thought as 

you did; he approved of the requilition ; 


and you think, if you had aſked him, he 
would have ſigned it? 


A. Certainly, 


Mr. Alderman Swain (Sworn.) 


Examined by Mr. Serjeant Lawrence. 


Q. I believe Mr. Brown attended you 
upon this examination ? 

A. He did. 

Q. Do you recolle& at what time he 
ſtated himſelf to have left Iflington ? 
A. I cannot preciſely recolle&, and for 
this reaſon; I had taken the minutes, and 
1 had 
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had them in ſuch a way, that I could have 
anſwered very accurately ; but, ſuppoſing 
the buſineſs had ſubfided, I deſtroyed thoſe 
minutes.---I have enquired of Mr. Hooper, 
who took minutes alſo; and I underſtand 
he is in poſſeſſion of Exe of the minutes 
which he took :---and alſo Mr. Whittle : 
---but I would not, upon any account 
whatever, this trial being of ſo ſerious a 
nature, look over, or enquire any thing par- 
ticular into it. 

Mr. Gerrow.---I would juſt trouble you 
with one queſtion, which I take the liberty 
of doing, becauſe I was preſent, I believe, 
upon the examination.---You were aſſiſted 
by ſeveral other magiſtrates of the city upon 
the laſt examination? Alderman Anderſon 
was preſent ? 

A. Moſt undoubtedly I was.---The firſt 
examination came entirely before me, in 
conſequence of a requiſition, and that exa- 
mination was a very long one: there were 
a number of witneſſes, and, from the com- 
plexion of that firſt examination, I own 
there appeared ſomething ſo very doubtful 
to me, and it being a matter of ſo much 
magnitude, that I determined not immedi- 
ately to reſolve : but my mind, in that firſt 

ſtage 
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| ſtage of the buſineſs, rather militated againſt 


Mr. Brown. 

Q. You have ſtated, that after a very labo- 
rious and careful examination once, the ſub- 
je& was brought before you again, with the 
aſſiſtance of ſeveral other very reſpectable 
magiſtrates ? 

A. Moſt undoubtedly. 

Q. Upon that occaſion the former exa- 
minations were deliberately read over---I 
believe you concurred with the other ma- 
giſtrates in diſcharging Mr. Brown, and 
her re him in the reſult of the en- 
quiry ? 

A. I was happy in not preſiding on the 
laſt occaftion---knowing it was a matter of 
ſo much importance, I rather gave it up, or 
I could have reſumed my right, and took 
the chair.---In that latter part of the buſi- 
neſs, counſel came forward---in the two 
preceding examinations, there was no coun- 
ſel---the conſequence of which was, that 
I wanted the buſineſs to begin to be ſtated | 
to theſe two gentlemen, in the fame way as 
it originated to me. 

Q_ You are giving yourſelf more trouble 
than is neceſſary---I have no objection to 
it, if any body elſe wiſhes it ;---but, in the 
reſult 


* 


6 


reſult of the enquiry, I will only aſł you, 
whether you concurred with the reſt of the 
magiſtrates in diſcharging Mr. Brown ? 

A. I muſt fay, and was happy to fay, 
that when Birkmire was indiſpoſed, and, 
from his zeal and activity in clearing away 
theſe effects, I underſtood had met with a 
misfortune 

Q. That we underſtand ? 

A. Let me explain in my way. 

Mr. Serjeant Laurence. ---He was diſ- 
charged? 

A. He was; but we did not go over the 
proceedings; and I muſt ſay, from the laſt 
hearing, that things took as different a turn, 
as it was poſſible that any two things could 
take. 

Mr. Serjeant Lawrence.---I believe that 
Mr. Brown was attended by ſome able and 
very powerful counſel upon thoſe laſt exa- 
minations? 

A. He was. 

Mr. Garrow.---That I can prove he was 
not. 

Mr. Serjeant Lawrence. The Alderman 
ſwears he was; it is falſe modeſty in you to 
ſay the contrary. ---The latter Aldermen 
formed their opinion upon hearing what 

4 paſſed 
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paſſed on the laſt day, without knowing 
what paſſed on the firſt. 

Mr. Garrow.---I have the ſhort-hand 
writer's notes, in which there is an account, 
that the notes of the firſt examination were 
read. | 

A. I am happy to ſee now that the mat- 
ter is diſcuſſed now in ſuch a way as I 
heard 1t.---The evidence ſeems to be ver- 
batim, as near as it can poſſibly be; and I 
am ſure it can never come to a fairer tri- 
bunal than this. 

Mr. Serjeant Lawrence. Was there any 
counſel for the office? | | 

A. I declare I don't know that there 
Was, 

Mr. Garrow.---There was a very active 
counſel; but there was no gentleman at the 
bar certainly. 


BENJAMIN SPURRIER (Sworn.) 


Examined by Mr. Serjeant Lawrence. 


Q. Were you at the examination before 
the Alderman ? 

A. I was not. | 

Mr. Serjeant Lawrence. Then I wilt 


not trouble you. 


MoRRIs 
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— MoRRis (Sworn.) 
Examined by Mr. Serjeant Cock, 

Q. I underſtand you was preſent at the 
examination before Mr. Swain ? 

A. I was. | 

Q. Do you remember whether Mr. 
Brown gave any account of his time on the 
Monday? 

Mr. Baldwin.---Mr. Hooper has minutes. 

Mr. Serjeant Laurence. They are pri- 
vate minutes. 

Court. -The firſt witneſs ſaid the exa- 
mination was not taken down in writing. 
I rather underſtood, from Alderman Swain, 
that minutes of the examination were taken; 
whether they were taken down as what Mr. 
Brown faid, or only private memorandums 
made for his own ſatisfaction, by the Alder- 
man himſelf, he will be ſo good as to ex- 
plain. 

Mr. Alderman Swain. Private memo- 
randums I made for my own ſatisfaction, to 
judge whether the ſuſpicions were well 
founded or not. 

Mr. Serjeant Adair.---Mr. Hooper was 
the regular clerk, was not he? 

A. He was. 


Q. Did he take the examination ? 
A. I believe 
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A. I believe he did. 
Mr. Serjeant Adair to Mr. Elliott. -Was 


any part of your houſe damaged by this 
fire? 


A. Conſiderably. 


Mr. Hoo PER (Sworn.) 


Examined by Mr. Serjeant Cockle; 


Q. You was the Clerk, I underſtand, who 
attended Mr. Swain---What have you in 
your hand ? 


A. The minutes I took at the time. 

Q. Which day ? 

A. Here are the minutes of both days. 

Q. Was you there the firſt day ? 

A. es. 

Q. Does that bock contain any minutes 
taken upon the firſt day? 

A. As much as I took I have here. 
Mr. Serjeant Adarr.---You, as clerk to 
the fitting Alderman, took as much as ap- 

peared to you to be mater 1 
A. Les. | 
Mr. Serjeant Cockle,---Was you there 
all the time of the firſt day ? 
A. At the firſt part of it I was not. 
Q. Was you there at the time Mr. 
8 | Brown 
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Brown ſpoke of the hour he left ox 


ton ? 

A. I believe I wit 

Q. Have you any minute upon that ſub. 
ject on the firſt day ? 

A. It was the 16th. 

Q. See whether he gave any account 
of the time he left Iſlington, on the Mon- 
day night? 

A. Mr. Brown quitted his houſe on 
% Monday, half paſt two in the afternoon ; 
« went to Highgate, and dined, and return- 
ed to Iſlington, and from thence to Strat- 
« ford.--- The fire began about twelve or one 
* on Monday night.---He was at the Bow- 
ling- green Houſe, Highgate ; the gentle- 
% men, who met uſually there on Monday, 
* were preſent. He came back with Mr. 
« Hole, junior, and Mr. Lightfoot, a mer- 
s chant; about twelve at night he was at 
* Iflington, or more---it was half paſt one 
* when he got home---That, he thinks, 
* the footman let him in.” 

Q. Did he deſcribe which way he went 
home? | 

A. The City Road, London Wall, 
* Houndſditch---faw nothing of the fire. 

5 | Mr. Baldwin. 
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Mr. Baldwin. Do you find Cripplegate 
there ? 

A. No. 

Mr. Garrow.---Their witneſſes have miſ- 
taken Moorgate for Cripplegate. 


—— LicuTFooT (Sworn.) 
Examined by Mr. Shepherd. 
Q. I believe you belong to the ſame club, 
at N that Mr. Brown belonged to? 
. I do not. 
4 You was there on that Monday! ? 
A. I was. 
Q. Where did you come wh from High- 
ont] F 
A. To Iſlington ; I live there; I came in 
a coach. | 
Q. Who came with you ? 
A. Mr. Hole, and Mr. Brown. | 
Q. What time did you get to Iſlington ? 
A. As near as I can recollect, about a 
quarter paſt eleven: I think I remember tak- 
ing out my watch, as ſoon as I got into my 
own houſe, and found it a quarter after 
eleven. 
Q. What part of [Niogton do you live in? 
A. The Terrace. 
. Near the Church? | 
S 2 A. About 


Wh 


A. About a hundred yards from the 
Church---Mr. Brown got out of the * 
and I diſcharged it. 

Q. Did you know Mr. Brown before ? 

A. I have bought, once or twice, of him 
trifling things, but never haye been in Habits 
of intimacy with him. 

Q. Did you learn from him where he was 
going to ? | 

A. I think he faid he was going m8 to 
Holloway Down. 


——— LIGHTFOOT, 
 Croſs-examined by Mr. Serjeant Adair. 

Q. As near as you can at preſent recollect, 
it was about a quarter after eleven? 

A 

Q. I believe, when you was firſt queſ- 
tioned upon this ſubject, you thought it 
was rather later, and have corrected your 
recollection fince ? 


r 
WV What was the difference in your me- 
mory ? 
A. It was about the half hour, but I am 

ſure now it was not ſo much. 
Tury.---He walked from thence ? 
A. Yes---it was a glaſs coach I had hired, 
"aq 
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and he walked from thence---it rained very 
hard, and Mr. Brown had a horſe at High- 
gate; on that account I deſired him to leave 
his horſe behind, and offered him a ſeat 
in the glaſs coach, which he accepted. 


Q. He got into the coach upon your f in- 
vitation ? 


A. He did, 
Q. When you ſet him down the rain was 


over ? 

A. The rain was over; he ſaid the rain 
was over and he would walk. 

Q. Poſſibly you may know a fact that 
will be eaſily aſcertained---Do you know 
the diſtance of Holloway Down ? 

A. I do not, 


Horx (Sworn.) 

Mr. Serjeant Lawrence.---He can only 
ſpeak to the ſame thing, we won't take up 
time in examining him. 

Mr. Serjeant Adair. Do you happen to 
| know the diſtance of Holloway Down? 

A. I do not. | 

Mr. Serjeant Adair.---Do you know the 
time when Mr. Brown left you at Iſlington, 
upon the 13th of July ? 

A. A quarter after eleven. 

Mr. Bald- 
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Mr. Baldwin. ---Where did he fay he was 
going to? 
A. He did not ſay any thing at all. 


JokN Carvick (Sworn.) 

Examined by Mr. Serjeant Lawrence. 

Q. Are you acquainted with the 8 
Mr. James Brown? 

A. I am, I know him very well. 

Q. Do you know whether he was under 
any engagements, reſpecting the Stocks, in 
the beginning of the month of July laſt--- 
whether he had made any contract reſpectin 5 
the Stocks? 

A. The beginning of July ? 

Mr. Serjeant Adair.---Brother Lawrence, 
you will form your own opinion upon the 
offering that evidence, but I have no ob- 
jection to it? 

A. The beginning of July, there was a 
bargain that Mr. Brown had -- -the books 
being ſhut, all buſineſs is legal to tranſact, 
and is deemed ſo till the opening of them; 
Mr. Brown had a bargain then depending 
for the opening in the three per cents. 

Q. When was the ſettling day, as you 
call it? 

A. A particular day I don't recollect, but it 
is about the 24th or 26th of July gene- 

rally, 
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rally, I cannot ſpeak particularly to the 

day now, but the opening is generally the 

21ſt or the 22d, and from that to the 26th. 
Q. The 26th is the ſettling day ? 

A. From the 21ſt to the 26th, I am clear 
it was. 

Q. The ſum to be paid 1s decided by the 
opening day? 

A. Ves. 

Q. Can you tell me whether the ſtocks; 
about the 10th of July, the 1 3th, and ſo on, 
were riſing, or not? 

A. I have made a little memorandum of 
the time, expecting ſuch a queſtion would 
be aſked, and the account I have of the ad- 
vance is ſubſequent to that time. 

Q. Were they not advancing at that 
time ? 

A. The 10th of July they had not ad- 
vanced more than half or three-quarters per 
cent. | 
Q. How much had they advanced upon 
the 1 3th of July? 

A. They were advanced to 75 4, without 
the dividend ; that was about one and a half 
per cent. 

Q.. Can you tell me what difference that 


would have made to Mr. Brown upon the 
ſettling * ? | 


A. I 
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I had an account of J. zoo, which 
was * after ſhutting the books, and was 
a legal tranſaction. 
Q. Whether you know of any ſtock- 
jobbing contracts of Mr. Brown, and what 
was the reſult of them? 
A. I know of none of Mr. Brown's 

tranſactions, but what I was concerned with 
myſelf; I had that one tranſaction, which 
was done after ſhutting the books, for the 
opening. ; 

Mr. Baldwm.---The difference of that 
would be 35 or 40 pounds, at the moſt ? 

A. Bargains done prior to the ſhutting of 


the books, are deemed gambling. 

Q. Then all that you know is theſe 

L. 3000? 
A. I am ſpeaking of what I did for him, 
after ſhutting the books. Thoſe are mat- 
ters that would tend to criminate the actor, 
and therefore I muſt beg leave to decline 
_ anſwering. 

Court.---Am I to underſtand you, that 
that bargain of J. 3000, which, as. you ſtate, 
was perfectly a legal bargain, was with Mr. 
Brown ? 

A. A tranſaction that I did as broker | for 
Mr. Brown. 


| Court. 
1 . 
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Court.---The gain or loſs upon that could 
not have been above, how much? 

A. The loſs was owing to the riſe of 
ſock, which, I aſſure you, took place ſubſe- 
quent to the fire. I don't mean to fay it 
did not riſe prior, but the great riſe was ſub- 
ſequent to the fire. 

Mr. Serjeant Lawrence.---I don't aſk you 
whether you were the actor, but I aſk you, 
generally, whether you don't know of other 
Alley tranſactions of Mr. Brown ? 

A. I have heard of things that J am not 
juſtified in ſpeaking to for want of knowing 
the facts. 

Q. I don't aſk you what you have heard? 

A. I know of nothing of Mr. Brown's 
tranſactions with other people, but what I 
have done myſelf. 

Court.---Legal, or illegal, the tranſac- 
tions of that period, (to wit,) the firſt three 

weeks of the month of July, could not be 
attended with confiderable loſs or gain ? 

A. I have my account here from the 
14th of May to the 1 3th of July, which is 
two months, and I make it in that but one 
per cent.---Oh! it is two and a half per 
cent. difference, in the courſe of thoſe two 
months ; but, ſubſequent to that, there was 
2 riſe of more than two per cent. more. 


s Mr. 


(18) 

Mr. Serjeant Adair,---You have not 
ſtated the value of the goods that were 
ſaved. 
Mr. Serjeant Lawrence, ---I underſtand 
that the amount of the 00a ſaved is 3, 700 
and odd pounds. 

Mr. Serjeant Adair. ---Upon the plead- 

ings, the amount of our loſs is 3 to 
be upwards of J. 2,500. 
Mr. Gorrow,---The cheſt of plate was 
ſaved by the Office- it was ſealed up by the 
Office, and has ſince been ſent to Mr. 
Brown. 

Court.---That is a material fact. 

Mr. Serjeant Adarr,---The total loſs is 
near . 2,000, beſides which there was 
L. 570 damaged goods. 

Mr, Serjeant Lawrence,---Gentlemen of 
the Jury, The plaintiff is entitled to a ver- 
dict for . 2,563, if you give him a ver- 
dict. 5 

Mr. Serjeant Agair.---When does Mr, 
Brown appear to have firſt inſured ? 

Mr. Serjeant Lawrence. His inſurance 
was renewed a ſhort time before the fire. 
Mr. Serjeant Adair. The policy v was 
. priginally in the year i. 


3 Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen of the Jury, I don't know 
whether I need trouble you on the part of 
Mr. Brown? | | 

One of the Jury. -The Jury are agreed; 
it will fave you and the court ſome trouble, 

Mr. Serjeant Adarr.---It cannot terminate 
more honourably to Mr, Brown, 

Court,---It is unneceſſary for the counſel 
for Mr. Brown to addreſs himſelf to the 
Jury, as they are already ſatisfied; becauſe 
nothing is ſo advantageous for the plaintiff, 
as the Jury's forming an opinion for him, 
upon hearing the caſe made on the other 
fide, | 

Verdict for the Plamtiff, 
L. 2, 563. 


en 


Mr. Brown's Claim was as follows: 


For Stock in Trade burnt and miſſing 1,204 14 — 
For Houſehold Furniture, Wearing Appa- 

rel, Plate, China and Glaſs, Prints, &c. 

burnt — — — 785 8 3 
For damage upon the Goods ſaved — 572 17 9 


2,503 — — 


2 


